
A

Miscellaneous
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SUBJECT.

Newspaper print of "Great Britain" to be sent to

28 th March the Chairman of Museum Committee.
Previous Paper.

MINUTES.

Minute from Governor,of 28th March 1921; Encl: (1)

the Governor had appointed the Colonial Secretary as Chairman
of the the

2.

in

I

Hours during which Library is open to public.

Subsequent Paper.

j;

From Gazette Notice 17 on page 15 of April

1919 Gazette,.it woulu appear that under the provisions of s:3(3),

at an early date,in connection with ana the question raised 

C.S.914/20,viz:-

resignation of Miss Th 1 ton,Library Attendant &o

A. 0. S.2/4/21.

Library & Museum Committee.
I shall be glad if a Committee meeting can be arranged

3—-

J <5 3 A/.

Governor'

2 If J. / , —~H~

192 T

Hon.col.gecty.
Your para.2 Noted accordingly. I have placed the 

Newspaper print of the "Great Britain" in a looked drawer 
in the Museum for safe keeping until it is decided by the 
Committee where to place it.

2. I do not think the committee have any 
jurisdiction over the resignation or appointment of the 
Museum and Library attendant. The Officer is appointed 
by the Governor and paid from pyblic^Funds.

/h.z
4.4Ai.

Hon:M.Craigie Halkett,



H.E.the Governor,
The following resolutions were passed, at a

meeting of the Committee appointed for the care and management
of the Library & Museum,held in the Town Hall,on the afternoon

the Governor the thanks of the Committee for
Ihis minute handing over the newspaper print li

of the

(2) The Committee would be much obliged if His
Excellency -would kindly convey to the Editor
of the "Sea Breezes" their thanks and appre-

lelation of the gift.

A. C. S.22/4/21.

t

of Wednesday the 21st April:-
aesolved (1) that the Chairman express to His Excellency

"Great Britain”.

2 /1Z/ Ci
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FW>m Governor to Colonial Secretary.
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Sea Breezes
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This remarkable photograph is that of the remains of 
the Palace of the Inca Rocca, at Cuzco, Bolivia. It 
will also give Europeans an idea of

Cuzco, Bolivia, 
an ancient Inca street, 
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Purveyor of Poultry, 
Game, Fish and Eggs

Cotton and Engine Cleaning 
Waste. :: While Thrum, 
Coloured, Rope and Bleached.

For Export

Telegrams 
and Cables: 
“ Mngasins,
Liverpool.”

Telej henes: 
4307-3613

B ank.

ST. JOHN’S MARKET, LIVERPOOL 
15, King Street, West Smithfield, London 
133, Albert Road, Southampton

Contractors to the Admira'tv, War Office and 
Allied Governments.

Arthur S. Porter & Co.

V Codes:
A' ABC
J 6th Edition
X (5 Letters)

44, SOUTH CASTLE STREET, 
LIVERPOOL.

BRUSHES—
Shipping and Home Trade.

WM. J. BISHOP & CO.,

SEABREEZES: THE P.S.N.C. MAGAZINE-
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W The strange story of two bottles—
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THE FALKLAND ISLANDS 
IN THE ’SEVENTIES.

Ships’ Bottom Composition Brushes, 
Steel Brooms and Brushes for 
Foundry and Engine Rooms’ Use. 
Railway, Dockyard and Steamship 

Contractors
Established 18b0.
Wholesale only
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Even dearer than England.
The latitude of the Falklands is 54 

degrees South of the “ Line,” and 
that of England 54 degrees North of 
it, but here we have the Gulf Stream 
which warms England'. If there was 
a South Gulf Stream, the tempera
ture of the Falklands would be 
about the same ’as England. It is

We are much indebted to Captain 
Phillips, a retired master mariner who, 
being shipwrecked there, made a long, if 
compulsory, visit, for the following in
teresting account of life on the distant 
Falklands, fifty years ago, which is a 
continuation of what he wrote last month.

I think I can tell you the names 
of most of the prominent men on the 
Falklands when I was wrecked there 
in 1870.

Colonel De Arcy was the 
Governor: Mr. Byng, Colonial Sec
retary; Mr. Bailey. Surveyor- 
General: Mr. Turpin, Magistrate; 
Mr. Martin and Mr. Welsh were the 
two Government Doctors; Bishop 
Stirling, Bishop of the Islands and 
South America; Mr. Clark. School
master; Mr. Bull, Resident Minister. 
They were, all gentlemen.

The ground was let out by Govern
ment at £6 a year for 1,000 acres, 
there being a stipulation that if a 
man took over any land, a house 
was to be built on it. As there were 
no trees on the Islands, wood was 
very dear, so it had to be imported 
from the Straits of Magellan, there 
being plenty of trees there, and 
also saw mills. It was a kind of 
cedar wood, good for furniture and 
houses. Most of the houses had brick 
foundations, yet built of wood.

You could buy good wether sheep 
at 10/- a head, and take them to 
Sandy Point, on the Straits, and 
bring back wood, which was a pay
ing game.

ESTABLISHED 1860.

JAMES RUDDIN
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Gent's 
Outfitters 6 9, ST. JOHN’S FISH MARKET

LIVERPOOLEwart and 
Donaldson 
Valparaiso, Chile

FISH, GAME, POULTRY 
of the FINEST QUALITY ONLY

STORES ;
Calle Esmeralda
Nos. 180-182
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—the former being worth millions— 
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Chain & Anchor Manufacturers,
Large Moorings 
a sp eciality.

Forgings, Crane Chain, Chain Slings, &c.

To'ographic Addresses— Telephone Nos.— 
“ Wood Sal'ney-" o ^89 Chester.
“Albertus, Liverpool.” 1749 Central. Live-pool 
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settled! If the marines had been 
called out there would have been a 
riot. The Governor complimented 
me the next day for thinking of it.

I was appointed to the Foam, 
which had been built by Lord 
Dufferin to try and find the remains 
of the Franklin Expedition, and 
when England took the Falklands 
over she was sent out there to run 
the mail from Port Stanley to the 
River Plate. She was the finest sea
vessel I was ever aboard, but not 
fast, as she could only make eight 
knots an hour. Mr. Dean, the richest 
man on the Island, had a Yankee 
schooner, a fine vessel, which could 
do eleven knots an hour. He 
challenged the Foam. for a race on 
Christmas Day, and, of course, beat 
me, and bragged about his victory. 
I said he could not beat me if it was 
a sea passage. Mr. Dean replied: 
“ It was nonsense me saying so as 
Captain Lewis had been out there 
six years, and knew more than I 
did.”

99 Soft 
Soap.

Cuccn's Stores Co. (Manufacturers.) 
Liverpool: 41, Castle Street,

Works:—66, Bridgewater St.

Telegrams: “Bonxy," Liverpool 
Telephone : 3572 A 3573 Bank.

London Office & Stores :
4, St. Mary’s Axe.

Teleg. •' Qceendo.m,' London. Tele 325$ Ave 
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Henry Wood & Co., Ltd.
SALTNEY, near CHESTER, 
and Queen Street, Liverpool.

The tactful diplomat. |
I was staying at Goss’s Hotel, | 

next door to a “ public.” Old | 
Perry, the policeman, told the publi- | 
can at SO minutes to 3 o’clock to | 
start getting the sailors out as he | 
thought there would be trouble. He | 
refused to serve the sailors again, I 
but they said if he did not serve | 
them they would serve themselves, 1 
so I ran across to the Government 1 
House, saw the steward, and told | 
him I wanted to sec the Governor, | 
sharp. I got a piece of paper, put | 
the date on it and stated that, on | 
account of the sailors being ashore, | 
the houses were to keep open to | 
allow them to get refreshments. The | 
Governor at once signed it. I ran I 
and was back before the clock struck f 
three. I told the policeman, Perry, = 
he could go home, showed him the = 
permit, and all was amicably |

..............................................min....... ............................................................................tn.....miiiiiiiii...... iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiifiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiml

Casil’.a P.O B.) N> HIS 
Teleiono Ingles No. 12 5
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W. H. FOULKES
ARICA and LA FAZ

.     niiiiiiiinimiiiiiiiiiiignijj 

—one ancient and one modern— |
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a freak of Nature which makes the | 
Falklands a very bleak place; about | 
three or four months’ fine weather in | 
the year.

As coal costs £3 a ton, the settlers | 
used peat to work with. The cook- | 
ing was done under the grate; you | 
had an iron cauldron, the lid fitting | 
tight, with a half-inch flange round | 
it, a kind of railway that the canId- | 
ron ran on. You raked the ashes, | 
hot, out of the grate, passed the | 
cauldron on the hot ashes, then raked | 
the ashes on top of the lid and you | 
could cook anything; also bake good | 
bread. I liked cooking in that way | 
as you got all the nutriment. |

There was a detachment of marines | 
on the Island, at Port Stanley, and | 
one policeman. A flying squadron 1 
of six line of battleships visited the. = 
Island in 1873, moored head and | 
stern at the south end of the Har- | 
hour. There were about 1.000 men | 
landed one Sunday morning, and all | 
had money to spend. There were f 
eight houses which sold liquor and | 
that was all the sailors wanted. =

General Merchant 
and Ship Chandler

FRESH MEAT. FISH. VEGETABLES. FRUiT 
AND WATER.

IIVE CATTLE. SHEEP. PIGS AND FO'Vi S. 
FLOUR. SUGAR. kICF. BEANS. POI AlOi S.

ICE. HAM. BAC ON. COFFEE. TUA.
I ARD. HARDWARE. MANILA I?J I .
SAILORS BAOFS.&C

ADMIRAL'Y CH\RTS VICUNA RUGS 
JOHNNIE WAI KER WHISKY IN BOND. 
DRAFTS ON LIVERPOOL.
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Wherever the Sun Shi.ies 
American Express Travellers 

Cheques are Spendable
Issued in Thrze Forint

POUNDS STERLING
For use in Great Brim and the 
British Colonies and Dependencies.' 
Payable elsewhc.e at cjrrent rate. 
Issued in amounts of Five and Ten 
Pounds.

FRENCH FRANCS
For use in France and the French 
Colon es and DepenJencies. Pay
able elsewhere ai current rate. 
Issued in amounts of 2 0 and 400 
French Francs.

DOLLAR CHEQUES
For use in the Un ted States. Can
ada, Alaska, Central and South 
America, The West Indies and the 
Orient.
Pa chasable at Banks and Exprets Off.cns

LETTERS OF CREDIT
Convertib'e into cheques or currency

The American Express Travel Depart
ment can take care of all your Travel 
requirements anywhere in the world.

AMERICAN EXPRESS COMPANY

The Lyons Mail!
The next time 1 saw Lewis was 

in the River Plate. He said he 
would give me a race and bet me £o 
that he’d beat me. {This was in 
Lyons’ .Store, and Mr. Lyons said he 
was sure that the Orressor would 
beat the Foam, as she was a faster 
schooner. We left Monte Video 
together, and 1 made the passage in 
six days, but it took the Orressa ten 
for the run of 1,000 miles.

Mr. Dean said he could not under
stand how I had beaten Lewis, as 
he had been out there six years; at 
any rate, he was sure I could not 
beat him round the Islands. He 
said he was going to Port Howard, 
East Falklands. I persuaded the 
Governor to visit Port Howard, 
about 147 miles away. We both 
sailed the same time. I beat him by 
three days, and nadc the return to

iiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiii iiiiiiimiiiiiiiimiiiiimimmiiiiiimiimmimimmiimimiimmi

THE PORT GLASGOW AND 
NEWARK SAILCLOTH Co., Ltd.
Works: Port Glasgow, Scotland

Established 1843

Flax Spinners, Canvas 
and Linen Manufacturers 
Bleachers and Dyers

Contraclors to the Admiralty, the 
War Office, the India Office, Etc.
' Telegrams—" Newark, Port Glasgow." 

A.B.C . 5th Edition and Maiconi's.
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Od Admiralty and War Office Lists.

“Turbine” Fireproof
Ash Bags.

“Blackpan Watch
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TENNENT’S to

LAGER
BEER.

On Draught and in Bottle.

4SHIP PAINTERS
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Telegram: “Filclo. Liverpool.” 
Telephone: 1111 Royal. 

A.B.C, Code 5th Edition.

COTTON, LINEN, JUTE 
and WOOLLEN GOODS

FOR HOME 
and EXPORT

John R. Carmichael 
282/290, Great Homer Street, 

LIVERPOOL.

LIMITED
: Paint Manufacturers, 
: Ship Store Dealers, 
: Oil Merchants, Etc.

H. E. WILSON

Agents for Peacock & Buchan Ltd., Southampton
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Received with derision.
I had never seen peat before. 

When cutting it, you had to cut the 
top sod off, for the grass grew above 
the peat. You had to cut 3ft. 6in. 
by 3ft., by 3ft., but only got paid for 
the yard of peat, the sod you used 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiii  ̂for making the road where you had 
cut the peat from. You had to get 
planks to wheel on, and use a barrow 
to take the peat from the bank. 
The marines were working close to 
me, and they laughed at me and I 
laughed at myself, as I really knew 
nothing about it, but I found, after 
a week’s practice, I could cut it as 
well as they could.

They told me there was a Govern
ment contract out for 600 yards, 
and they could not get men 
to cut it, so I went to Mr. Byng, 
Colonial Secretary, and got the con
tract signed and sealed. I was under 
a penalty of £25 if I did not com
plete it. I started the same day and 
finished in five weeks and two days. 
The two days were for ricking it, as, 
after you had cut it, you had to 
pack it in ricks, so that the wind 
could blow through and dry it. You 
could not cut it in wet weather.

{Continued on page 117)

Head Office and Factory: 
25, Dublin Street, Liverpool 

Telegrams : “ Superb, Liverpool ” 
Telepone No. Central 5918

London Branch : 
Kingsbury Ruad, Dalston, 

London
Telegrams: “Sup^rbell Phone, 

London.**
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Port Stanley in seven days. It took 
the Orressa fourteen days.

There was plenty of peat on all 
the Islands, which the settlers used 
for firing, and 150 yards of it would 
keep the house well supplied for the 
Winter. I had been on the Islands 
six weeks when the peat season had 
started. There was no more tussock, 
as it was only wanted in the Winter, 
so I went up the hill to look at the 
peat bogs. I found the marines 
cutting it. The Government allowed 
them three weeks to cut it. They 
told me if I went to Mr. Bailey, the 
Surveyor, he would give me an 
eight-yard bank to practise on, 
which he did.



The P.S.N.C. Magazine. 8;

?

v

86

co in
to 

that the

The old Great Britain, built at Bristo in 1843. She was originally rigged with six 
masts which the sailors called “ Monday, Tuesday," etc., after the days of the week.

world-wide celebrity on 
The old, great Great

Ireland, 
for “ all 
different 
However,

Grand old lady, of the Sea^
A voyage on the ancient Great Britain

be seriously damaged in any way. 
And then it was that the famous 
firm of Gibbs, Bright & Co. bought 
her, rc-engincd her, reduced her 
masts to three, and “ sent her forth 
to earn a 
the sea.” 
Britain.

Lively christening.
However, she managed to get out 

of the dock at Bristol, and made a 
first trip to London, where Queen 
Victoria and the Prince ’Consort 
visited her. The London papers 
called her “ a stupendous steamship 
of unparalleled vastness.”

I must not forget to mention that 
the Prince Consort had previously 
christened her, at Bristol. But

&

listen to this: “ The bottle of wine 
which he threw at her fell several 
feet short, so he snatched up a. 
magnum of champagne and flung it 
at the moving ship. It struck her 
side and the liquor and broken glass 
fell in a shower on the men below, 
who were pushing against her sides 
to keep her off the dock wall,” 
another curious start, by the way.

She was rigged with six small 
masts, which the Jack Tar of that 
period, his mind not soaring above 
fore, main and mizzen, called Mon
day, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday. Always a 
lucky ship, she once had five of them 
carried away in a storm, when 
Friday, unaided, brought her safely 
into port I

Llown, and the town was all excite
ment.

She continued in the New York 
trade till, on the fine evening of 
September 22nd, 1846, she was put 
ashore on D undrum Bay, Co. Down, 

No one quite knew why, 
the explanations were 

and none satisfactory.” 
she lay ther.e all the 

winter, refusing to break up or to 
be seriously damaged i

Put into Holyhead.
So let this mere sketch of her start 

suffice for to-day, in order to see 
what the Diary has to say about a 
voyage in her, a quarter of a 
century afterwards.

“ We left Liverpool on Sunday, 
the 16th December, 1871, by the 
steamship Great Britain, about two 
in the afternoon, and steamed down 
the Mersey. The Pilot and several 
Gentlemen remained on the ship 
until we entered the Channel, and 
there left us and got on board the

. /Vs our references, last month, to 
the old, great Great Britain, un
questionably the most famous 
steamer, all said and done, ever 
built, were received with surprise 
and gratification by many readers, 
and as the new Governor of the 
Falkland Islands, where the. re
nowned ship lies anchored, is sailing 
there, on our liner Orita, the 
present seems a fitting opportunity 
to say something further about her, 
the more especially as Mr. F. J. 
Hodson, of Rock Ferry, has lent me 
the complete diary of' a voyage in 
her, in 1871, which was kept by his 
father-in-law.

It is a passenger’s human story of 
the sea, highly interesting to all, a 
document probably unique.

But, first, what really was this 
great, Great Britain at the time of 
her birth? She was built in an 
enclosed dock at Bristol, in 1843, 
but “ the outer gates were too 
narrow to let her through, and she 
remained imprisoned for a year 
while they were widened,” a curious 
start for an amazing career.

Next, she was of the “ immense 
length of 322 feet, had engines of 
1,500 horse power, and consumed the 
prodigal amount of 65 tons of coal 
each twenty-four hours.” Prodigal? 
The Ben-my-Ghre.e has recently been 
mentioned in our columns. Well, 
she—a summer afternoon tripping 
boat—consumed 92 tons of coal in 
her six hours’ run from Liverpool 
to Douglas and back, and was 
eighty feet longer than the Great 
Britain.

Steam Tug that had escorted us 
down the River Mersey. They all 
wished us a good voyage, and a 
pleasant one, and after a good 
shaking of Hands we parted company 
amidst the shouts of both parties.

“ The wind was then blowing 
strong, and continued to do so all 
the night. We sighted the Holyhead 
Light about 8 in the evening, the 
wind blowing strongly from the 
land, with rain. Captain Grey 
thought it best not to venture out 
to sea on such a night. He kept her 
off the rocks with great care and ran 
her into Holyhead Harbour, where 
a pilot came on board and gave 
directions where to anchor, and the 
anchor was lowered and all on deck 
well pleased, for most of us had 
passed a miserable night.”

The next entry is very singular, 
considering she was the stupendous 
ship. “ We had to remain in the 
Harbour until Friday, the 22nd, on 
account of unfavourable weather, 
when we left at 9 in the morning, 
all in good spirits. We had strong 
head winds, so we had to steam along 
at the rate of, 7 knots an hour. 
Saturday, 23rd—193 knots. Strong 
head winds. Saw a shoal of Por
poises sporting alongside of the 
ship. Sunday, 24 th—153 knots.

The stupendous vessel.
After being decorated and 

pletcd in London she appears 
have gone to Dublin, so 
Irish might have a good look at her. 
From there she was sent to Liverpool 
to make a start in the serious 
business of the deep. Says the 
Annals of Liverpool, for the year 
1845: “The noble and stupendous 
vessel Great Britain first arrived at 
this port, from Dublin, on Thurs
day, the 3rd of July, at half past 
nine p.m., on which occasion she 
was anxiously looked for by thou
sands, the pierheads and every 
available point on the river being 
densely crowded.” But the public 
have quite forgotten how to do that 
kind of thing in these days.

She left Liverpool on Saturday, 
26th July, 1845, and arrived at New 
York on the 10th August. “ The 
Americans,” says an account, 
“ received her with derision, because 
her six low masts contrasted un
favourably with the high ones of 
their sailing clippers, then almost in 
the zenith of their fame.” She got 
back to the Mersey on September 
15th, at 8 o’clock in the morning, 
when tens of thousands hurried
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was

entertainment 
saloon,’’ and

On September 22n1, 1846, the Great Britain stranded, at high 
water, in Dundrum Bay, Co. Down, Ireland. She lay there the entire 
winter, and was then purchased by Messrs. Gibbs, Bright & Co. The 
above’ print is supposed to show the efforts made to refloat her.

one day did 239 knots, which 
above the average; they “sighted 
two ships, but they 
away to speak to.”

^ong of AM Lang Syne was sung, 
passengers and crow joining in the 
chorus. Grog was handed round, 
healths, happy new years, and all 
the best wishes imaginable were 
drunk to absent Friends, and then 
we retired to bed.”

On January 12th something out of 
the common took place, as you will 
see by reading on: —

“ Great sport in the evening with 
the sailors on account of their first 
month’s service being expired. They 
make the effigy of a horse, and drag 
it round the ship, singing a song 
for the occasion. Some of the sailors 
are dressed as policemen, others as 
niggers, one as a negress. The one 
that rides the horse is dressed as a 
jockey. There is singing and danc
ing and quite a jollification on deck. 
To finish the sport they hoist the 
horse and rider over the ship’s side, 
the jockey cuts the rope, and the 
horse drops into the sea amidst a 
great shout. Money is gathered for 
the sailors, and they have an extra 
glass of grog in the evening.”

As this delightful rollicking only 
took place forty-nine years ago, I 
wonder if we can drop across one 
of those sailors and get his own 
version of it.

They were then continuously 
favoured with fine weather and on

After being re-floated the Great Britain was re-engined and re-rigged and 
appeared as shown above when the passenger wrote his log on board of her.

young woman had been

were too far 
On the 19th 

January “ a concert and dramatic 
was given in the 
next morning they 

“ saw a large quantity of whale feed 
floating past, which looked like 
blood in the water. There was some 
got on board and put into a bottle. 
It is a very small fish, something 
after the form of a shrimp, and 
about a quarter of an inch in 
length.” At that time whales were 
“ sporting some five or six miles 
away.”

On the 23rd, the Great Britain 
steamed 313 knots, which was the 
best run of the trip, and this entry 
will doubtless interest the Falkland 
Islanders, as well as .Commander 
Cumming. They all enjoyed that 
day. “ We had a splendid breeze, all 
sail set. The ship looked beautiful, 
slipping over the waves, all of us in 
good spirits and hoping that it 
might continue to blow on.” They 
were then nearing the Cape of Good 
Hope and “ had to put on warmer 
clothing.”

On the 25th they only managed to 
do 182 knots. “ Head winds. We 
have taken in all sails, the ship 
rocking heavily, very cold. There

Ship rolling very much. Christmas 
Day—156 knots. Roast beef and 
Plumb pudding for dinner and 
spice cake without the cheese for 
tea. We enjoyed the loaf we 
brought with us froin home, it was 
so much better than that on board 
the ship. We had a glass of warm 
grog in the evening, and wished all 
our Dear Friends at homo a Merry 
Christmas and many returns of the 
same. We often wondered how they 
were enjoying themselves at home, 
but we consoled ourselves by saying 
that we hoped to be at home with 
our Dear Wife’s and families next 
Christmas Day.”

“ Tuesday, 26th—156 knots, the 
ship rolling very much. 27th—228 
knots, a nice, strong breeze in our 
favour, the ship sailing with most 
of her canvas set. She really looks 
beautiful gliding over the waves and 
leaving the; white spray behind.”

” Thursday, 28th—197 knots, head 
winds. We begin to be afraid that 
we shall have to put into St. 
Vincent for more coal as the wind 
has been so unfavourable. Friday, 
29th—216 knots. A fine, calm day, 
which induced several invaledes to 
come on Deck who had been obliged 
to stay below on account of sick
ness.”

“ One

carried on board, at Liverpool, 
suffering from Consumption. She 
was carried on deck to-day by her 
parents. She looked quite exhausted. 
I carried her down to her berth 
about 5 in the evening. She had 
scarcely any strength left her, and 
it was as much as she could manage 
to say ‘ Thank you.’ Poor girl ■ I 
felt very sorry for her.”

“ Saturday, 30th—218 knots, sail
ing part of the day.” [Presumably 
this means that only the sails and 
not the engines were used. ] “ The 
young woman, Miss Jones, died this 
morning at 4 o’clock. She was 
Burried in the mighty deep at 11. 
The Doctor read the Burricl Service. 
It is a shocking sight to see a funeral 
at sea. I think I shall never forget 
it.”

“ Sunday, 31st—204 knots. Sail
ing until 3 in the afternoon, when 
she commenced to steam. Very calm 
sea. Beautifull, fine morning. Went 
to service on the poop, the Doctor 
read the prayers. Many of the 
passengers stayed on deck until 
after 12 o’clock, to watch the old 
year out and the new year in. Both 
the bells were rung as loud as 
possible ”—[It is one of these bells 
which I hope Commander Cumming 
will be able to borrow for our next 
Blue Water Evening.]—“and the
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right, as was the custom with the 
Great Britain, and the unique log
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The Great Britain as she is at Port Stanley, Falkland Islands, 
to-day. This picture is repeated to give the series intact, 

the wheel had no control over her. 
There was a great deal of damage 
done to the ship and several acci
dents happened to the sailors. The 
captain said that night, and the 
night we left Liverpool, on this 
voyage, were the most dangerous he 
ever had to encounter.” Proud, old 
Great Britain! No ship ever 
weathered more storms than you !

On Feb. 2nd (233 knots), “ we 
sighted a vessel and spoke to her. 
She was the Lord of the. Isles, from 
Liverpool for Calcutta. She had 
been sixty-eight days out. It was 
quite a treat for all of us to sec a 
sail, having been so long without 
seeing one.” 1 can tell you some
thing about this very Lord of the 
Isles if you wish. Shc-was built by 
the renowned John Scott & Co., at 
Greenock, in 1853, to race as a China 
tea clipper, for Martin’s, of London. 
She won the £ 1,060 contest in 1858, 
coming home from Shanghai to 
Dover in 89 days, beating her crack 
rivals, Fiery Cross, Chrysolite. 
Cairngorm and Lanimermuir, all 
names to conjure with then. It was 
Scott who, in 1866, launched the 
Antiope, which got called The ship 
that Jack built. I have promised 
you, one of these days, the astound
ing story of this old wind-jammer, 
at the present moment on a voyage 
to Europe ! It is really wonderful •

Our liner Orita, Commander A. E. Cumming, which will carry 
the log of the Great Britain to the Falkland Islands. 
The photo, shows her as a transport in the recent war.

concludes with these words: “Wed
nesday, 21st. We sighted land at 
daybreak, and anchored in Hobson’s 
Bay at 2 o’clock in the afternoon, 
all in good health.' We went on 
shore in a small boat, stayed in 
Melbourne all night, and left there 
on Thursday afternoon, at 3 o’clock, 
arriving in Sydney on Sunday 
morning at 6, and went direct to the 
Royal Hyde Park Hotel.”

I must say that I publish this 
most attractive human document 
with singular pleasure, for the old 
Great Britain lies to-day, as it were, 
within our own jurisdiction. She 
was the first screw steamer ever to 
sail on a long voyage, and it is 
amazing to reflect that, after 
seventy-seven years, she is alive 
still. There is another point, also, 
which need not be overlooked. You 
see that the voyage was one to Aus
tralia. It was just after the Great 
Britain had ceased this passenger 
traffic to Melbourne and Sydney 
that we spared from our own fleet 
half-a-dozen steamers and founded 
the now widely-known Orient line. 
You see, therefore, that the P.S.N.C. 
always has a friendly eye towards 
Australia. T.E.E.

On Feb. 9th, it “ was foggy all 
day and night. The alarm whistle 
is blown at short intervals, and one 
of the officers and a seaman con
tinually on the look-out ”—yet, in 
spite of the fog the ship did 244 
knots •

Then they had to put up with 
“ rain and cold ” and “ still 
raining most of the day,” or 
“ rather cold but a splendid breeze,” 
which yielded them 268 knots. Then 
they had “ a little sunshine to-day, 
which we have enjoyed very much 
as we have not seen the sun for some 
time.” Nevertheless, they were 
“ calculating to be in Melbourne 
next Tuesday, “ which, I presume, 
had been based on dead reckoning.

On Feb. 13th, our diarist deplores 
“ It is Pancake. Tuesday to-day, but 
there arc no pancakes.” Oh ! dear, 
dear ! On the Friday they believed 
“ they were only 972 miles from 
Melbourne,” and seem to have 
remained on deck, in the moon
light, to congratulate themselves on 
the fact. However, they did not 
get there, as expected, on 
Tuesday.

But things jogged along,
as was

a sad misfortune this morning. At 
about half-past nine, one of the boys 
fell from the top-gallant mizzen 
royal on to the deck and was killed 
instantly. He was buried at eleven 
o'clock the same day. It has cast 
quite a gloom over us all. He was 
such a smart boy, only seventeen 
years of age. It is just a year to
day since his father, who is the 
Bo’sun, had his arm broken on this 
ship, in a heavy gale, off Cape 
Horn. On that day the Captain 
told the passengers that he had done 
all he could to save the ship and 
that they were entirely at the mercy 
of God. But their time had not yet 
come, the storm subsided and the 
ship righted herself, as the men at

to-day.

are a few birds flying about, the 
Albatross, Mollyhawk and Cape 
Pigeon.” On the 26th, which, by 
the way, yielded 204 knots,” two 
children were born on board.” You 
know we have had plenty about 
babies born on P.S.N.C. liners, but 
you see there is nothing new under 
the. sun, or over the ocean, after all. 
Where are the babies? They are 
only forty-nine years old at the 
present time, so 1 beg of them to 
write instantly to us and give their 
impressions of the old Great 
Britain.

By the 31st, they had 
weather and did 281 knots, 
day was a mournful one. “ We had 

sad misfortune this morning.
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The unfortunate passenger.
They just had time to get the 

lifeboat out. She was damaged on 
the reef, but they managed to get on 
shore, wet through, with no food, 
and had to walk to the Settlement. 
There was a passenger among them 
named Fordek, who had showTcd fifty
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Five pounds a week.
Mr. Bailey came up, measured it 

and gave me a receipt for 615 yards. 
I asked him if they would pay for 
the 15 yards, and he said, “ Cer
tainly, as you have made a good job 
of it.” Not a bad live weeks’ work, 
£25 Is. 3d. The next day a French
man asked me to cut 150 yards for 
him, and this I finished in a week, 
taking £6 5s. Od. When I had 
finished that, the storekeeper asked 
mo to cut him 80 yards. I finished 
that in two days, taking £3 6s. 8d. 
The peat season was then over, and 
wet had set in, but I was hailed as 
the champion cutter.

A week after that the Foam, 
Government vessel, came in. Mr. 
Johnson, the mate, had resigned, 
and Colonel D’Arcy, the Governor, 

mate, at £9 a month.
that Captain 
and I was

| appointed me
'| Six months after 
| Smithen resigned, 
| appointed Master at £15 a month, 
| so I was at the top of the tree.
| I think that is all I can tell you 
| about the Falklands, except to say 
| that it is very dangerous to navi- 
| gate there in the night time. 
1 Tamer Pass is a rough spot; there 
| is a sunken rock in the middle of 
| the Pass, and the tide sets on it. The 
| Foam was being repaired, and the 
| Lotus, a schooner belonging to the 
| Falkland Islands Company, was 
| hired to take the mail and passen- 
1 gers to the River Plate. She had to 
| call at Shallow Bay, and when 
| going through Tamer Pass struck 
| on the submerged rock, and in five 
| minutes was sunk in deep water.
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sovereigns in a purse before he left 
Port Stanley. They had got half 
way to the Settlement when Fordek 
gave up, telling the others to keep 
on and leave him. When they got 
to the Settlement they sent out four 
Spaniards to find Fordek, but he 
was never found.

There is also Hell Gate close to 
Carcus Island, a very difficult pass. 
There is also Reef Channel, a lot of 
sunken rocks. You can sec the sea 
washing on them. They arc marked 
on the chart “ Un-navigable.” 
was caught there once. I had to call 
at the Jaeons, which are six islands, 
off Carcus Island, a pass between 
each. There were twenty men on 
the outer Jacons; we took them off. 
They had 70 tons of oil, which was 
sent to France and sold for two 
shillings a gallon.

THE GREAT BRITAIN.
The Liverpool Daily Pont and 

Mercury, in a review of our last 
month's number, quoted from the 
article on the Great Britain, which 
caused the following interesting 
letter, signed “ G.E.N.,” to be sub
sequently received by that well- | 7a
known newspaper: —

stunsails stowed away 
before. At 8 p.m. the Great 
Britain was out of sight astern. 
The next day wo saw nothing of 
each other, but on the day after, 
when running up the Irish coast,

Knew the best way.
We got the whaleboat in, and 

were laying at anchor in fifteen 
fathoms of water. The wind shifted, 
about 8.30 p.m., and we had to clear 
out and go through Reef Channel, 
where there was sea enough to 
swallow us. The Cooper asked me 
where we were going, saying it was 
not safe. We were well battened 
down, but it was the worst night I 
ever had at sea. I was up aloft, the 
channel being twenty-six miles long, 
and by good luck got through. At 
3.30 the next morning 1 called to 
the mate to get the anchor ready, 
came down from aloft, and let go 
the anchor.

Some of the men had been on the 
Islands six years and had never been 
through Reef Channel. They asked 
me where 1 thought I was, and I 
told them we were in the middle of 
Carcus Bay. They said they did not 
think I could get into the Bay in 
the night-time, but in the morning 
they found we were there, and we 
were landlocked and laying as 
smooth as if we were in the docks.

J. T. P.

“ On reading your paragraph 
about the steamship Great Britain. 
it reminded me of an incident in 
my early life at sea which may te 
of interest to many of your older 
readers. It was 5 a.m. on a bright 
summer's morning, in the early 
'70’s, in the good ship Theophane, 
a well-known Melbourne clipper 
sailing out of Liverpool, a nice full
sail commanding breeze, when the 
writer, a boy. reported a sail on the 
port bow to the second officer (an 
Oxton man). He took the tele
scope, and, after a good look, 
turned to the boy, and said, ‘ Nick, 
it's the old Great Britain.' Shortly 
after, the captain, a well-known 
Liverpool shipmaster, Thomas 
Follitt, came on deck. and the 
second officer reported the ship in 
sight and what he thought she was. 
‘ The devil it is; if so, we will show 
her our heels.’ At noon we were 
abeam, and noticed the Great 
Britain, was steaming as well as 
sailing, and they set their topmast 
and lower stunsails. Our stunsail 
booms had been sent down and the 

a few days 
the
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§ we saw the Great Britmn’s royals 
| and topgallant sails astern about 
1 4 p.m. At 8 p.m. we lost sight of 
1 them astern again. The first watch 
| that night we were running about 
| 13J knots, with the yards just off 
| the backstays and Icerail under. In 
I the middle watch the wind fell light. 
| Next morning, with a light air, off 
1 Holyhead, the Great Britain passed 
1 us, all sail furled and under steam. 
= When abeam her passengers crowded 
| on the rails .rigging, and boats, 
1 and gave us a real good cheer. The 
| good old ship got into the Mersey 
| one tide before us, and thus ended 
f her wonderful career as a Mel- 
| bourne passenger auxiliary steamer, 
| this being her last voyage in that 
= trade.”
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