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Perhaps the Harbour Master could comment.2.

\

Governor
16 January 1979

Before I reply to Mr Stanford’s letterjbelow, I 
would be grateful to know if there are any points I 
should be aware of.

•v~~\

-



Dear Chief Secretary,

It appears that a few of us will once again visit Stanley in
The objective this time is to examine the VICAR OF BRAY with the notionJanuary

of returning her to San Francisco’s Maritime Museum* She’s an English ship
you know, but the last of the Gold Rush era vessels °nd of considerable interest
to California and the Rational Society The group will consist of a nsreal architect

(yet to be selected), Throckmorton,
to watch over Peter, I am also thinking of bringing my 9. yearand myself . *

old daughter; she’s a bright, self-reliant girl who would benefit from such an

experience* And she is still young enough to travel at half fare.

In the past five months I have sent off some thirty-plus letters and

you’d bettor let me know if we are

Look forward to seeing you once again

Since

Eric oerryman

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 
T/ie University of New Mexico 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131 
September 11, ’78

packages
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^j.y yours,

to Stanley and have yet to receive a direct reply. Are we

Joe Sawtell who was with us briefly last season,

_ ...—

, as

as non grata as all that?



CHIEF SECRETARY’S OFFICE
THE SECRETARIAT

Ref: LEC/10/45
X

With all good wishes,

JOHN MASSINGHAM

to which I sent ae-iwuutfteIe'reply (con- 
on 26 September immediately it had arrived.

Dr Eric Berryman
New Mexico Historical Review
University of New Mexico
Albuquerque
New Mexico 87131
USA

Thank you for your letter of 11 September, notifying me that 
you expect to be returning with another group early next year to 
examine the “Vicar of Bray’'. This sounds fine and, provided every­
thing is done in full accordance with our Protection of Wrecks 
Ordinance, I foresee no difficulties. Naturally I take it that 
you are also in direct contact with the Falkland Islands Company, 
on whose land the vessel now lies. They, presumably, will have to 
give agreement for your staying at Goose Green.

STANLEY
FALKLAND ISLANDS

9 October 1978

You mentioned that you had sent off some .30 or more letters 
and packages in the last five months and had had no reply. I am 
sorrjr to learn of this. The only explanation that I can offer is that 
almost nothing seems to have arrived. I myself only know of your 
letter of 4 April to me, to which I sent ae-iwuutfiarl e'reply (con­
taining an explanation) 
It would therefore seem that the rest of the mail has still to get 
here. I understand that the Harbourmaster has also received a letter 
from you; but this was very recently and he indicated that it did not 
call for reply. I hope this explanation will serve to show that we 
are not deliberately remaining silent, for it is an axiomatic custom 
of the Secretariat at least to acknowledge letters with the least 
possible delay. We would not wish to appear discourteous and perhaps 
you would let me know if you think that there is anything that we 
ought to be doing about the missing mail.
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NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 
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SHIP TRUST

Your Excellency:

the Vicar1s historical

Yours sincerely,

As you know, ownership of the Vicar was transferred to the Society
This mostby the Falkland Islands Company at ceremonies in London, 

generous and public-spirited gesture to the American people during 
the Bicentennial by the FIC now makes it possible to consider 
seriously the return of the vessel to San Francisco.

As the last survivor of the 1849 Gold Rush, 
association with California and the development of the West cannot

The present survey is a vital first step inbe over-emphasized, 
the process.

Peter Stanford 
President

His Excellency J.R.W. Parker O.B.E. 
Governor of the Falkland Islands 
Government House
Port Stanley, Falkland Islands

This will introduce Dr. Eric Berryman, Research Professor of 
History at the University of New Mexico and our Secretary to the 
Falkland Islands Project, who is the coordinator for this 
season’s survey of the Vicar of Bray.

The Society deeply appreciates any assistance you may be able to 
provide the team. Dr. Berryman acts as our representative and speaks 
for the Society in all matters related to historic ship preservation.

NATIONAL MARITIME HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 Tel: 212-858-1348
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Marine Archeologists

1 .

/6. Berryman
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San Brane i sc o . 
appears

3.
to San Francisco,

4.
again, 
aware

Peter Throckmorton, although keen to visit the Falklands 
is not proposing to do so this summer. Berryman is quite 

that Throckmorton overstepped the mark last year and 
admitted that he had been very embarrassed by the way in which 
he (Throckmorton) had upset everyone. However, the expedition 
had, on the whole, been a great success. Tt also looks as 
though the film made here "The Ghosts of Cape Horn”, is likely 
to receive wide acclaim.

CODE 18-77

5. The "St Mary” exhibit in the Maine Museum is attracting 
a great deal of attention. The Museum are intending to invite 
a couple of Island representatives to the formal unveiling 
ceremony this coming July.

Sawtell
Diane Page, the UPI 

is also with the party.

Shortly after arriving in the Falklands on last Friday’s 
LADE flight, Dr Eric Berryman turned up at the office for a 
brief chat, accompanied by a photographer, Mr Nicholas Dean, who 
appears to be connected with Maine Maritime Museum. I invited 
them home for drinks on Saturday evening. You may remember 
that Berryman visited the Falklands last year, to arrange the 
transportation of the "St Mary” wreck to Maine. He is here on 
this occasion to assess the possibilities of the "Vicar of Bray 
being removed from Goose Green to its original home, 
He has no idea whether this idea is a starter, and it 
that he is here for a brief reconnaissance visit only
2. Berryman is accompanied by eight other people, including 
Mr and Mrs Joseph Sawtell, who have financed this visit; 
took part in last year’s activities.
correspondent based in Buenos Aires,
The group left for Goose Green on Sunday morning, having chartered 
the Norwegian yacht which arrived here last week.

I asked Berryman how he intended to ship the wreck back 
He was very vague on this point, although he 

did say that perhaps Naval transportation could be deployed. 
The wreck is apparently very large, raid will need to be cut into 
sections and then reassembled in San Francisco. I mentioned to 
Berryman that the Harbour Master was in the UK at the moment, 
but he would be returning this week. Berryman will be contacting 
him on his return.
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M A M Lawrence (Mi 
17 January 1979
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6. Berryman is leaving the Falklands on 26 January. He 
will probably contact me before his departure, to report 
what progress has been made.
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