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MINUTE.

333rd November, 19

ToFrom The Harbour Master,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,Stanley..

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I beg to submit the following report relative to the schooner
which left Stanley for Volunteer Lagoon on Sunday, the

Y22nd October, 1933, with a crevz of four, namely: - R.J.Davis (owner),

Roy Davis, T.Binnie, Junr., and Albert Whitney.
The vessel was expected back in port on Friday, the 27th October,

but at 8.15.p.m. on Tuesday the 31st October, I received a visit from
Mr.

anxiety for theinformed me that owing to the non-return of the craft,

safety of the crew was being felt by the relatives. It was decided to
telephone to Mr. T.Robson at Port Louis North, asking him to be good

send over to Johnson’s Harbour with the request that a riderenough to
be despatched to Volunteer Lagoon in order to attempt to throw some
light on the cause of the long absence of the vessel. Unfortunately,
although every effort was made it was impossible to get through to
Port Louis by telephone on the Tuesday evening, but eventually Messrs

Our request was readily complied with, and early on the morning of
Thursday, the 2nd of November, we received news that Volunteer Lagoon

The
lying at anchor outside the lagoon between Volunteer Point andwas

The remains of theEagle Point about 400 yards from the South shore.
boat belonging to the schooner) were found to be strewn

There was no sign of life.
On receipt of this disturbing information arrangements were made

to proceed to the scene, with Mr. Bertfor the sch.

TheG.L.Ratcliffe, Tugmaster,

the same night, bringing in towback in port at approximately 11.p.m.

/the

left Stanley about l.p.m.

along the Southern shore for a distance of about 200 yards, just 
outside the lagoon (see diagram).

(i.e.

"Peronelle"

"Perfecto Garcia”

’’Peronelle",

"Perronelle", who

"pram"

No. _________
(It is requested 

that, in any refer
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

T.Paice, father-in-law oif the owner of the

on Thursday, the 2nd November, and arrived

had been visited, the searchers reporting as follows:

"Penguin", on board.

Robsons were communicated with about 11.a.m. on the following morning.

"Perfecto Garcia"



2

the Mr. Ratcliffe reports that on arrival at the lagoon
about Zf-.p.m. , he and others went aboard the schooner, found her devoid
of any living presence, but to all appearances in a normal condition
indicating that the vessel was not vacated hurriedly. The saild were

there was one anchor out with about 30 fathoms of chain. Severalfast,
eating and drinking utensils were lying on the deck just by the cabin,
by the condition of which it was evident that a meal had been taken
by persons just prior to leaving the ship. The calendar
stood at October 22nd —the day on which the left Stanley;
a half oi' a sheep was hanging in the rigging, four untouched loaves of
bread in the cupboard besides other stores, and the heel of a loaf on
the deck with tie cups &c. There were only 4 or 5 (jackass)eggs on board.

The Tugmaster and the other members of the party then searched the
beaches north and south where marked on the plan. The remains of the

were found as expected strewn along the South side. The largest
part was about 16 ft by 2ft and consisted of the bottom boards of the

No oars or any articles of clothing werepram with painter attached.
to be seen. At 6.p.m., after a thorough search lasting two hours, the

leaving one man, Andreasparty commenced the return journey to Stanley,
to continue the search. TheBonner on the North side or the lagoon,

could not be sailed owing to a fault in the steering gear
consequently she was taken in tow. Stanleyand the mainsail being torn,

was reached shortly before 11.p.m.
I am informed that men from Johnson’s Harbour are carrying on the

stilland Mr.Andreas Bonner issearch along the shores of the lagoon,
there.

for Harbour Master.

Certificate re the sealing-up of the vessel is attached.P.S.

/

’'Peronelle”

’'Peronelle” •

’’pram”

’’Peronelle”

’’tear-off”
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3rd November, 1933*

We, the undersigned, hereby certify that in the

joint presence of each other, we have to-day sealed

Chief Constable

....
Tugmaster,

G. L. ’’Penguin”

’’Peronelle”*
up the hatches (two) and cabins (two) of the schooner

• • • ............. » .« . . -------- —j

for Harbour Master

Stanley, Falkland Islands,



H.M.S. ”DAUNTLESS’1,

at Port Stanley.

1933.

Sir,

As I understand that there is now no
hope of the four missing men being alive I should
be very grateful if you would convey the sympathy

to their
relatives.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

His Excellency the Acting Governor, 
Port Stanley.

CAPTAIN, 
Royal Navy.

5th November,

of all on board H.M.S. ’’Dauntless”



258/33.

33.

I am directed by the Acting Governor to convey to you,
the Officers and
an expression of

on or about the 22nd of October last.

for Colonial Secretary.

Mr. E. ’.7hitney.
Mr. R. Davis.Mrs. R. J. Davis.
Mrs. T. Binnie.

their sincere sympathy on the irreparable loss of your
tuo sons
husbandson

I am.
Madam,Sir,
Your obedient servant,

on behalf of Captain C. 0. Alexander,

7th November,

Madam,
Sir,

Ship’s Company of HtM.S, "Dauntless",



STANLEY.

7 th November, 1953.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of

1933, and to

inform you that an expression of the sympathy of all
on board "Dauntless" has been conveyed to the
relatives of the four missing men of the schooner
"Peronelle".

Your obedient servant.

R.Nm

/
Acting Governor.

sir,

Sir,

your letter of the 5th of November,

I have ‘the honour to be,

Captain C* 0. Alexander, H.M.S. "Dauntless", at STANLEY.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,



'TL-LO.



(j)
MINUTE.

.....1.7th Noyember,

From To The.. ..HQn..Co.L.onia.l...S.ecretary,
Harbour Master

 Stanley...

Stanley, Falkland Islands. 
*

in quest of the missing men.
Governor,

tlThe
Thursday,

-1

Z
A

X ...1
----9

necessary to remain so long.
Perfecto Garcia" arrived back in Stanley at noon on
the 9th of November, having been absent just over four 

days. Unfortunately, although an extensive searhh had been made 
of the north and south beaches outside and inside the lagoon, no 
discovery had been made of anything or anybody, other than 
had been found on the first trip, saving that the Penguin eggs fjyr 
which the "Peronelle11 went out had not been touched.(These were

"Perfecto Garcia"

brought in on the "Perfecto Garcia" and have been delivered into
the care of Mr.T.Paice, father-in-law of Mr.R.J.Davis.)The anchor
which was used for the pram was not found. Grappling was carried out but with great difficulty. ’

Mr.Andreas Bonner, who had volunteered to remain out at the
Lagoon on the first excursion, returned to Stanley in the "Perfecto 
Garcia" on this, the second occasion.

As directed by His Excellency the Acting 
arrangements were made for the "Perfecto Garcia1’ to leave Stanley 
on the morning of Sunday, November the Sth, for the scene of the 
tragedy. This she did, taking with her six persons, amongst then 
Mr. A.E. Ratcliffe, Governmert Pilot. Any male relatives of the 
missing were given the opportunity of proceeding on the expedition. 
Instructions were given that a thorough search of the coasts was 
to be made, and grappling gear to be used wherever possible. Four 
or five days was the period of time for which the party was told 
to carry out the search,unless any discoveries rendered it un-

358/53
(It is requested 

that, in any refer
ence to this minute 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

Further to my minute of the 3rd November, 1933, on the 
subject of the schooner "Peronelle", I beg to submit a report 
in connection with a second visit to Volunteer Lagoon of the

19 33



Magistrate’s Office,
Stanley.

17th November 1935

Sir,

I have the honour to report that in accordance
with instructions I held an Inquiry concerning the
loss of the four men of the schooner "Peronelle"
on Friday the 17th November 1933 at 10 a.m.

The following witnesses gave evidence:2.
Mr. Richard Davis,

Mr. John Davis

Mr. Andreas Bonner.

3. The evidence showed that the "Peronelle” left
Stanley on Sunday the 22nd October 1933 bound for
Volunteer Lagoon for the purpose of collecting
penguin eggs. There were on board

Richard James Davis, age 33, married
Thomas Binnie, age 29, married 'i-
William Albert Whitney, age 20, single
Roy Charles Davis, age 17, single.

expected to be away for about a week,
but on the 31st October, after nine days had elapsed

5

Stanley.

master of the schooner 
"Perfecto Garcia”

anxie^’ *

a/ '
The vessel^ was

The HonourableThe Colonial Secretary,

Mi*. A.E.Ratcliffe, Tugmaster, Government Launch 
"Penguin”

father of the owner of the 
"Peronelle" and of one of 
the crew

Mi*. A.W.Beardmore, Acting ^Harbour Master



(2)

and a message was sent to Johnson sanxiety was felt,
Harbour (on which station Volunteer Lagoon is situated)

Early on the 2ndasking the Manager to investigate.
November he reported that there appeared to be no sign of

and that the schooner’s boat was
lying broken up on the beach. Arrangements were

to
proceed to the place, and she left Stanley the same
afternoon, under the command of Mr. John Davis and with
Mr. A.E.Ratcliffe, Tugmaster of the G.L.

The "Perfecto Garcia” returned to
Stanley that night with the ’’Peronelle" in tow. Mr.
Ratcliffe and others had gone on board the "Peronelle” on
arrival at the Lagoon and had found nobody on board.
There were signs of a meal having been eaten, the tear-off
calendar showed the date 22nd October, there were four
loaves of bread and part of another (six loaves were
taken from Stanley), and a supply of cooked and uncooked
meat and other eatables. There were only four or five
penguin eggs. The owner’s log book or diary was found,
and had the appearance of having been regularly made up.
The last entry was dated 21 October; the date 22 October
had been written ready for that day’s entry. Mr.Ratcliffe
and others went on shore and searched the beach, finding
the remains of the boat but no oars and no sign whatever

One of the party, Mr. Andreas Bonner, was leftof the men.
was towed backto continue the search.

instead of being sailed because her steering gear and sail
The witness was of the opinion that thiswas damaged.

damage had been done affcer the ’’Peronelle” arrived at the

lagoon.

The ’’Perfecto Garcia” with a search party on board4.

hthorough search was made of the n

The ’’Peronelle”

immediately made for the schooner ’’Perfecto Garcia"

life on the ’’Peronelle"

"Penguin”, and
others, on board.

returned to the lagoon on Sunday the 5th November. A
nd south beaches at



*

(3)

the entrance to the lagoon and of the lagoon itself, but
The party returned to Stanleywithout any new discovery.

on Thursday the 9th November.

Mr. A.E.Ratcliffe and Mr. John Davis, both of whom5.
are well acquainted with the locality, were of the opinion
that the four men had left the schooner in the pram and
that between the ship and the shore the boat had capsized
and the four occupants had been drowned; and that the
disaster occurred on the day they arrived at the lagoon,

There was a strong southeast wind atthe 22nd October.
the time which would make a rough sea. The pram was
provided with only a pair of oars, and if one got broken oi
lost the boat would be unmanageable.

It seems to me that in the absence of direct6.
evidence of what happened, the facts stated by the

the plentiful supply of food on thewitnesses e.g.
the date ofthe date on the tear-off calendar,schooner,

the last entry in the log book, the absence of penguin egg,*
the wreckage of the boat on the beach - point toon board,

the likelihood that the four men were drowned while going
from the schooner to the shore on the 22nd October 1933.

Your obedient servant,

Acting Stipendiary Magistrate

I am, Sir,



STANLEY.FALKLAND ISLANDS.
NO. 258/35.

With reference to my letter of the 7th of
I have the honour to inform you

that the relatives of the four missing men of
the schooner
their sincerest gratitude should be conveyed

for the kindto all on board H.M.S.
message of sympathy sent to them in their recent
bereavement.

I have the honour to be,

"Peronelle” have requested that

"Dauntless"

Acting Governor.

Sir,

R.N.,

November, 1933,

Your obedient servant,

Captain 0. 0. Alesander, 
H.MeS. "Dauntless”, 

at S WILEY.

Sir,

GOVERIWNT HOUSE,

25th November, 1933.
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