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ADMIRALTY HOUSE,
BERMUDA.

21st December 1928.
SECRET.
A.W.I.0639.

Sir,

2.

3.

4.

this duty.
I have the honour to be,

of war.
Bases.

VICE-ADMIRAL, 
Commander-in-chief.

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency 
that the question of the control of contraband in time 
of war on the America and West Indies Station is under 
consideration.

as it will often be impracticable or inadvisable 
in the conditions of modern warfare to board and search 
ships at sea, it will be necessary to establish bases 
on shore to which British, allied and neutral vessels 
can be diverted for the purpose of search for contraband 

Such bases will be known as Contraband Control

The Admiralty have decided that in the event of 
a war in the Ear East in which Britain is a combatant, it 
will be necessary to institute a contraband control base 
at Bort Stanley, Falkland Islands.

1 guardship,
2 tugs,
8 drifters or other similar craft suitable 

for boarding duties at the base,
4 motor craft,

and also accommodation on shore for approximately thirty 
five officers and one hundred men.

In connection with such a base the following 
craft will be required

His Excellency
The Governor and 

Commander-in-chief, 
FALKLAND ISTANDS.

flairs
Your Excellency's obedient Servant,

5. The Commanding Officer of H.M.S."Despatch" has 
been directed to ascertain during his forthcoming visit 
to Bort Stanley whether suitable craft, which should be 
British owned, and suitable living and office accommodation 
for the base staff, are available at that port, which can 
be earmarked for the contraband control service in the 
event of war. It is requested that the Commanding Officer 
of that ship may be afforded facilities in carrying out



29th September 1929.

A.W.I.0639H/4.

/
Sir,

2.

It

3.

5. In regard to accomn-
His Excellency

She Governor and Commander-in-Chief, 
The Falkland Islands.

One guardship,
One tug,
Four drifters or similar vessels, 
Two motor craft.

Telegraphic address:— 
NAVYCOM, BERMUDA.

Postal address:—
The British Naval Conmiander-in-Chief, 

America & West Indies Station,
** cfo Consul-General,

New York.

My Lords have decided to reduce the strength 
of the flotilla at Port Stanley at the outbreak of war 
from the numbers given in paragraph 4 of my letter 
quoted above to

H.M.S."DESPATCH" at 
St.Andrews, N. B.

I have the honour to refer to my letter 
A.W.I.0639 of 21st December 1928 and the conference 
held at Port Stanley in February last to discuss the 
establishment of a Contraband Control Service Base 
in time of war.

The question of whether craft employed in the 
whaling industry could be earmarked for emergency service, 
in view of the importance of whale oil, etc., has been 
raised with the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, who 
inform me that the general policy likely to be followed 
would be that of minimum interference with the industry 
of the South Atlantic. My Lords state, however, that 
since it is considered that contraband bases should be 
established as soon as possible after the outbreak of 
war, and as only whaling vessels appear available for the 
purpose, a certain amount of inconvenience to the 
industry appears to be inevitable, and the vessels 
considered necessary should therefore be earmarked, 
is My Lords intention that any vessel required to return t 
its normal whaling employment should be replaced from 
other sources as these become available.

4. In this connection I have the honour to 
request that Your Excellency will confidentially earmark 
one tug, four British owned catchers and two motor craft 
for the Contraband Control Service, and that their names 
and particulars may be communicated to me. The question 
of the provision of a guardship will be taken up further 
with My Lords.



Page 2.

A.W-I.0639H/4 of 29th September 1929- continued.

I have the honour to be,
Your Excellency’s obedient Servant,

0\.

VICE-ADMIRAL, 
Comnander-in-Chief.

5. In regard to accommodation on shore for the 
base staff, of various alternatives put forward, the 
Admiralty have selected the large Admiralty coaling shed 
to be earmarked for this purpose, consideration of the 
question of its fitting out being postponed for the 
present.



GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

STANLEY.
1st February, 1930.

Sir,
vrith reference to your Secret despatch A.V?.

1929, I have the
honour to inform you that I have gone carefully
into the question of the vessels available locally
for the establishment of a Contraband Control
Service Base at this port.

2.
In the circumst

ances I suggest that a whale catcher additional to
the number required for boarding duties should be
obtained from south Georgia for tovdng purposes.
The voyage from the Dependency for such vessels
occupies between four and five days. It is perhaps
not realised that though the vessels of the two
British Whaling Companies operating in the Dependen
cies are registered at Stanley the visits of these
vessels to the port are infrequent and rarely of
more than a few hours duration.

I attach particulars of the type of craft3.
It is not possible to name and earmark

any particular vessels as the whaling fleets are
constantly changing.

I also attach particulars of other vessels4.
suitable for service at the base. You will observe

1/

J

i!

D.S.O.,

available.

I find there is no vessel at Stanley which 
could serve effectively as & tug.

vice-admiralSIR CYRIL FULLER, K.C.B C OMMANDER-IN-CHIEFAMERICA AND WEST INDIES STATION,BERMUDA.

ISLANDS.
SECRET.

0639H/4 of the 29th of September,

•, C.M.G.,



2

belonging to
the Tonsberg whaling Company, of Tonsberg, Norway.
Though not British ovmed this vessel is under contract
for mail services with this Government. She would
in my opinion be very suitable for boarding purxjoses.

It should be borne in mind that the number6e

of craft normally employed in the Colony and the
Dependencies is strictly limited to the requirements
of shipping and the whaling industry and that the
withdrawal of one or more of these vessels might cause

The vessels
mentioned would, however, help to establish the base
at short notice and if necessary maintain it until
such time as a permanent flotilla could be arranged.

>

I;

J

I have the honour to be,Sir,Your most obedient servant,

serious inconvenience to the owners.

I have included the s.s. ’Fleurus1,



TYPE OF VESSEL EMPLOYED BY MESSES. GHB. SALVESEN
AND COMPANY AND THE SOUTHERN WALING AND SEALING
COMPANY AT SOUTH GEORGIA.

STEEL WALER WITH CRUISER STERN.

From 179 tons to 238 tons.Tonnage - Gross
67 88- Nett ?? w It It?t

82 to 94.N. H. P.
550 to 850.I. H. P. It

11 knots to 12-J knots.Speed

This would have to beThese vessels have no towing gear.
supplied and fitted.

I;

i

t

i

r

DESCRIPTION OF VESSEL.



c

PARTICULARS OF CRAFT AVAILABLE AT STANLEY FOR
CONTRABAND CONTROL SERVICE.

"FLEURUS"S.S.

Gross Tonnage 355 tons.
Nett 116 w

Dimensions 150’ x 147’.

Quarter Deck. Foc’sle 26’.9

Cylinders.

N.H.P. 89.

Speed about 10g- knot on 10 tons coal. Steamer
carries about 450 tons D.W. including bunkers. Steamer
has electric light and L.K.W. Wireless range about 400
miles.

I Class 3/3 G 1.1. B.V.

S.S. ’’AFTERGLOW”

Gross Tonnage. 95 tons.
Nett 40
Dimensions

4 to 5 tons

Speed approximately 9 knots.
Bunker capacity. 19 tons.
Steam Capstan Yes.
^counting for 3 pr. Hotchkiss gun is built in ship.

h
11

i

II

Engines - Vertical 
Single screw.

I

79’

Length 861
Breadth 19T
Depth 10’

Approximate Coal Consumption 24 hours full 
speed.

x 25’

12j" x 21|" x 35"
24" stroke.



MOTOR BOA&S NOS, 1 & 2,

Carvel built
Length 29’ 6”
Breadth 3”.
Depth 5’ 9".
20 brake horse power bolender engine.
Speed about 6 knots.

MOTOR BOAT NO. 2.
Carvel built
Length 36’ 3”.
Breadth. 9’ 3".
Depth.
20 brake horse power lavhan engine.
Speed about 5 knots.

452 tons.Gross Tonnage.

287Underdeck Tonnage n

158 tonsNett Registered Tonnage
Dimensions

4’
Machinery -

Compound expansion
18"High Pressure Cylinder
39”Lower Pressure Cylinder

27" stroke.
Working pressure

Normal H.P. 97.
Speed about 9 knots.

I

I
t

I
I

152 ’ 
24’ 
12’

Length
Beam
Depth Md.
Freeboard
amidships

B.P.
9"
6"

130 lbs. per sq. inol|

9’

5’

MOTOR BOAT NO. 1,

9".

S.S. "FALKLAND".



30th April, 1930.

A.W.I.0639H/4

Sir,

Admiralty House, 
Bermuda.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Excellency*s letter of 1st February, 1930, relative 
to the craft required in connection with the Contraband Control Base to be established at Port Stanley.

4. It is requested that the two motor craft shown 
in the enclosure to your Excellency’s letter may be noted confidentially for working with the Contraband Control Base 
These craft will be shown on my returns to the Admiralty.

5. With reference to paragraph 5 of lour Excellency's 
letter, it is considered that it would be advisable not to 
take account of ss "Fleurus* in this matter as she flies 
the Norwegian Flag. Should however she change to British 
registry, her services would be of value.

6. It is proposed that S.S.' "Afterglow" and S.S. "Falkland" should be inspected by The Commanding Officer of 
H.M.S. "Dragon" during the forthcoming visit of that ship to 
Port Stahley, with a view to ascertaining their suitability for the Contraband Control service. It is requested that 
that officer may be afforded the necessary facilities.

7. Referring to my letter A.W.I.0639 H/4 of 29th 
September, 1929, the Admiralty have informed me that the guardship for the base will be despatched from England 
in the event of war. It has been proposed that this ship should bring out material for fitting out the coal

His Excellency, shed......
The Governor and Commander-in-Chief,

The Falkland Islands.

2. lour view that the duties of the tug and four 
drifters should be carried out by five whale catchers is concurred in. It will be sufficient that this fact 
should be noted for action when the emergency arises, and it should be unnecessary to earmark any particular 
craft at the moment.I request that the proposed action in this connection 
may be treated as secret and not be communicated to the 
owners of whaling craft concerned.

3. With reference to paragraph 6 of Your Excellency’s 
letter the inconvenience which would be caused to the whaling industry by the withdrawal of five catchers is 
fully appreciated by the Admiralty. The catchers would 
only be required at the outbreak of war and, as soon as 
replaced by other craft, would return to their normal work.



-3-
A.W.I. No. O639H/4 of 30th April, 1930.

I have the honour to be,
Your Excellency’s obedient Servant,

shed at Stanley for the Contraband Control Base staff 
and also bring out such portion of the staff as cannot be provided from station resources.
Pending the arrival of the guardship, it will be 
necessary for steps to be taken to make temporary arrangements for the accommodation of the provisional 
staff, which will be sent to Stanley at the outbreak of war.

VICE-ADMIRAL, 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

'• ■



SECRET.
S/4/29.

30.1st August,

Sir,
With reference to the correspondence exchanged.

between the Gomander-in-Chief and the Governor the

be established at Stanley, I am directed to say that His

Excellency would be grateful if you would be good enough

but under contract with this Government and lying at

present in harbour, to be inspected with the view to

ascertaining her suitability for such service.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

f

The Officer Commanding, 
H.M.S. ’Dragon’ at Stanley.

tenor of which is familiar to you, relative to the craft
■ft-

required in connection with the Contraband Control Base to

Colonial Secretary.

to arrange for the s.s. ’Eleurus1, of Norwegian register.



SUBJECT - CONTRABAND CONTROL BASE - PORT STANLEY. 

No.423 /54 /25.DATE 2 August I 930.

The Colonial Secretary, Falkland Islands.TO 

FROM  The Commanding Officer, H .M. S. “DRAGON”

With reference to your letter No.s/4/29 
of 1 August 1930, arrangements have been made for 
the inspection of S.S.’’FLEURUS" with a view to 
ascertaining her suitability for service in 
connection with a Contraband Control Base at Port 
Stanley.

secEE

COMMANDER for
CAPTAIN .



y

PCRT STANLEY^

FROM...

TO 

i

4.-

A

It is considered that this vessel would be 
very suitable for carrying out the duties of an 
examination vessel at a Contraband Control Base.

Particulars are attached.

SUBJECT - CONTRABAND CONTROL BASE,

COMMANDER for 
CAPTAIN.

.. The Command Ing Officer, H .M. S. "DRAG® .

No.433/54/25-

? J. u ‘ ..

DATE.. .. . 3 August 1930.

The Commander-In-Chief, America and West 
Indies Station.

(Copy to The Colonial Secretary, Falkland 
Islands) .

With reference to M. I. No.063$H/4 of 50
April 1930, it is regretted that the inspection of 
these two vessels has not been possible owing to the 
fact that S. S. "FALKLAND" was on a round mail trip to 
Magallanes and Montevideo and 3. S. "AFTERGLOW" was at 
Albemarle Harbour, West Falkland, throughout the stay 
of H .M.S. "DRAG®" at Port Stanley.

From information obtained at Port Stanley, 
however, it appears that, although not in such good 
condition as S'. S. "FLEURUS" (see below), these two 
vessels would be quite capable of carrying out the 
duties of drifters' attached to a contraband control base.

2.- A suggestion was, however, received from the 
Governor of the Falkland Islands that another vessel, 
S. S. "FLEURUS" should be inspected with a view to 
ascertaining her suitability for such service.

This ship is of Norwegian register but under 
charter to the Falkland Islands Government. His 
Excellency the Governor expressed the definite opinion 
that no difficulty would be experienced in obtaining 
her seinrices whenever required.

3.- S. 3. "FLEURUS" was accordingly inspected on 
2 August 1930. She belongs to the Tonsberg Whaling 
Company (Norwegian) , is of the trawler type, in very 
good condition and absolutely seaworthy.

She was built at the end of the war in 
Savannah as a minesweeper for the French Navy, but 
was never handed over to them.

Her present occupation is under Falkland 
Islands Government Charter carrying mails, passengers 
and live sheep between the Falklands and South Georgia.



<

Bunker capacity

Hynano llnjitin,^.
Mt ted with W/T.

f

Befitted at Montevideo 19'?B after collision 
with an loeber^.

O-ross tcma-3© * 4<X tens (approx.) 
Nott tonnage - ,44 tone.

Couplenont 5-
Captain
.? nates
1 ensineors
■4 seamen
3 fironon
I steward
1 cook

Ho.4^/554/^

screw)
Machinery :- '

Triple expansion rociproontln~ engine (single 
ai^inos taade in Canada.

Boilers j~
I oyllndvioal narlno boiler - w tons oapaolty. 

(carrier t?0 tons fresh water)

There is sleeping aooonaodaticn for 6 pasnen^era 
in 5 a-borth eablns. There is also a snail saloon.

A^.roxisiato oonl oonsuripticsi P4 hours - ' tons at 
Hl to 9 knots.

TOTAL 14
:?jz v—; - ■..•.■rr:—

biraensions:~
length - 14© ft 

drau'tht - 14- 15 ft

COWilCT-ro CCHTRg. BABE, PORT ST..W.-BY - ?AM^UMog

(Enclosure No. 1 to letter of H.K.3. 
dated B Au^at 193©).



Sir,

[X J

His Excellency

Admiralty House,
Bermuda,

4th November,1930.

—-5

AV/I.0639/H/4.

/(>cy A

the Governor and Commander-in-chief, 
Falkland Islands.

< SE

With reference to Your Excellency's 
letter of 1st February,1930, in which it was stated 
that the 8.8. "Falkland" and the S.S. "Afterglow" would 
both be suitable for service at the Contraband Control 
Base Port Stanley, should it become necessary to 
establish such a base in the Falkland Islands, I have 
the honour to inform Your Excellency that these two 
vessels vail be earmarked for this purpose, the former 
in lieu of the tug and the "Afterglow'' in lieu of a 
drifter. This arrangement vail make it possible 
to dispense with the services of two whale catchers 
which it'would otherwise be necessary to requisition.

I have the honour to be, 
Your Excellencye,s obedient servant

VICE-ADMIRAL, 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

t'U, f>



/
>

Vincent

With reference to the
for service in the

I .ave the honour to request that

(a) where
possible, general details of the-transmitter and
receiver.

Whether w/t operators are available locally(b) >

and how many.

your Excellency's obedient Servant,

Li
VICE-ADMIRAL/>

>. 18th January, 1932.
/X

Postal address:—
The British Naval Commander-in-Chief, 

America & West Indies Station, 
c/o H.B.M. Consul-General, 

New York.
H.M.S."Delhi"

be obt ineI

attached list of craft at

your Excellency trill be good enough to arrange, if possible, 
for the following inform .Lion in respect of these craft to

His Excellency Sir James O'Grady,K.C.M.G.Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Falkland islands.

port Stanley which h .vo boon earmarked
event of war or emergency,

Telegraphic address:—
NAVYCOM, BERMUDA.

APR. 1932

A.V.I.NO.0445.

at St

Sir,

I nave the honour to be,
Sir,

, B.W.I.,

Wether fitted with w/t, giving,



Enclosure to A.'7.1. No. 0445 of 18th January 1932.

LIST OF VESSELS CONCERNED AT PORT STANLEY,
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

OWNERS.SHIP.

"Falkland"

Falkland Islands Government.

No.i Launch
Falkland islands Government

No.2 Launch

J

Mr "Afterglow"

Falkland Island* Co., Ltd.



STANLEY.

14th April, 1932.
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

3/4/29.

Sir,

With reference to your despatch No. A.W. I.No.0445

that none of the craft in the list enclosed by you are

fitted with ’wireless telegraphy apparatus at the present

time • The apparatus previously installed on board the
s.s. "Falkland" has been dismantled except for the
aerials but no doubt in case of need an emergency set
could be rigged. At no time have the remaining craft
been fitted with wireless during their service in the

2. I have to add that no trained operators are
normally available in the Colony but that in a time of
emergency it should be possible, although not certain,

trained.

I have the honour to be,

Your obedient servant,

JAMES O’GRADY.

VICE-ADMIRAL SIR V. H. HAGGARD, K.C.B., C.M.G., 
AMERICA & WEST INDIES STATION, 

c/o H.B.M. CONSUL-GENERAL, 
NEW YORK.

Colony.

Sir,

to obtain,

of the 18th of January, 1932, I have the honour to state

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

say, two operators trained or partially



I

1933.

SliALL CRAFT AVAILABLE IN WAR OR EMERGENCY.

Sir,

I have had. under consideration the
number of small craft available in war or
emergency at various ports within the limits of
the America and. West Indies Station.
records, which have been compiled, piecemeal
over a number of years, require verification
and. bringing up to date.

The attached list shews the small
craft noted as available at the Falkland Is.

I should be very grateful if Your
Excellency would cause the following action to
be taken

(a) Delete any of the vessels indicated which
will not now be available (e.g. broken

of ownership,
worn out etc).

(b) Add any other suitable craft that may be

available.

(c) Complete the enclosed Forms S.1359 (as

amended) in respect of each vessel that

will be available.

SECRET.
AWI.No.0445.

Vice-Admiral, 
C o mmande r- in- C hie f •

2- AU’-.A933

Uy office-

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Excellency’s obedient Servant,

up, changed nationality

Admiralty House, 
Bermuda, 
4th June,

His Excellency
Sir James O’Grady, KCMG., 

Governor and Commander-in-Chief 
of the FALKLAND ISLANDS.

foundered,

4^®%



Name . Owne rs .

Falkland, is.Coy.Ltd."KELP" ...

Do.

"AFTERGLOW"

"WILLIAM SCORSSBY"
"DISCOVERY II"

Falkland 1s. Goveramen t.
No.l LAUNCH

No.2 LAUNCH

Falkland is. and Depend
encies Sealing Coy.Ltd.

) 
X 
J \ / 
)
i 
) \ )

ENCLOSURE TO A.W.I.No.0445 GF 4th.JUNE, • 1933, 
TO H.E. THE GOVERNOR OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS.

"LAFONIA"

Small Craft noted as Available in Event 
of War or Emergency at 

■THE FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Do .

" FALKLAND"



21st September, 53.

Sir,

I am directed by the Acting Governor to request that
you will be so kind as to supply as early as possible the
particulars required to complete the attached forms in
regard to vessels belonging to your Company.

I as to add that the information has been2.

requested by the Commander-in-Chief, America and West Indies

Station, for Admiralty purposes.

SECRET.
S/4/29.

I am,
Sir,

The Honourable
L. V. H. Young, J.P.,

k Manager,
L Falkland Islands Company, Limited,

STANLEY.

Your obedient servant, 

for C^onial Secretary.



ZZ 33

With reference to your Secret letter S/4/29
dated 21st instant, we now enclose th© information
required to complete the forms in regard to vessels
belonging to our Company.

Your obedient servant

Manager.

Stanley.

AGENT FOR LLOYDS.

AGENTS FOR
THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

TELEGRAMS .“FLEETWING PORTSTANLEY v.* RADIO.

I am S

27 th September9

Sir,

The Colonial Secretary,

Sir,

Cllir 3 $ l aud £ (Limipanp. 01 united.
-----------------------------  = (INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851.) .----------------------------

REGISTERED

The Honourable,



S/S "lAFONW

HULL

LAFONIA - 1613271.
3 Thirl.25 Pirst2.
7’ 3'*1313.

1. Hatch.Ko.4. 12?l warping

dittoHatch Two 6” x 102Ho.
ditto3. Hatch.rj

Coaling Hatch.

1-g- Tons ’.7L each2 Derricks1. Hatch.5 . •Ho.

2. Hatch. 4ti it siJo. >.i2

3 >1Hatch. !l It IIJo. 2

-3. tl tlCoaling Hatch »i H2

(1) Ho.6 .

(11) Ho.

(Ill) Ho.

Passengers and Cargo.7

Steam1,

10 Tons.2»

85 Tons.2.

./IHULESS.

(Valve)liar inc Electric Equipment Co.1.
Both.2.

Tele phone 1364 KC.3.70 430 and 500 KC3.
September, 1931.4.
One Ktf.5.
Karine Electric Equipment Co.1.
175 to 11500 KC.2.

1931.3.

3.

x 9:l single geared winch 
2 warping drums.

x 10°Ono 6”
One 5*

One 6" x 10”

September,

d oable ge ar ed 7/inch 
with central barrel and 2 
drums.



-2-

jLacTRicAL,

(a) 110 V.One Semi Diesel set 3, 5 KJ

(a) 110 V.3. 5 KJ-iiSteam:l

s/s
HULL.

123164PALKLAi©1.
8 Third.10 First2.
8T 0 '13’ 6”3.

1. Hatch.No.4.
12

2. Hatch. Ona 6“ x 10“ dittoITo.
1 Derrick 2 Tons1. Hatch.Jo.5.

No. Hatch 1 it it2. 2

(1) No.6,

(11) No .

(Ill) No.

16.7.

8. Passengers 2c Cargo.

UNGINBS.

Steam1.

9 Tons.2.

it3. 65

-.7IHHL3SS.

Marconi Co. (Spark)1.

J/T.2.

370 - 500 K.Q.3.

19164.

i o.5.

Marconi Co.1.

10 to 1300 K.C.2.

1916.3.

S/S “LAF0NIA”

x 10“ single geared v/inch 
with central barrel and 2 - 12'1 warping 
dr uns.

One 6“



-3-

S/S “FALKL^TD”

Steaia B,3 ia 100 V.a.

kllp.
HULL.
1. 146321
2. Hone.

6*3, 5’ 6«.
One Tank4. 600 Gallso

5 Mo
(1) Yes.6

(11) Yes
(111) Yes.
Three.7.
Harbour Towage.8.

i. Steam.
£ Ton.2.
2 Tons.3.

(1) Yes.
(11)
1. Motor Boat Mo. 1.

5.73 Tons.2.
3.
4. No Record.
5. 291 6“

9'6. 3”
7. Mane.
8. 4» 6M
9. Mil.
10. Ma.
11, Yes.

0;‘



-4~

12. One.

Harbour Y?ork.13.,

BHGIK2S.

Le vhan Ko tor CoL

Serai Diesel2.

Ho Becord.3,

20 B.H.P4.

10 Gallons*5.

6 Knots6.

.7IR3LDSS ..

(1) No

(11) 4’ 6n high.x 4* x 3!61’

HULL.

Kotor Boat Ko. 2-1

6.53 Tons.2.

3.

Ho Record4.

36* 3”5.

9’ 3“6.

7. Hone. .

4’8. 6“

9. Hone.

Ho.10.

11. Yes.

12- One.

Harbour .’/ark.13.

DHGIHjJS .

Bolinder Kotor Co.1.

Serai Diesel.2.

3. 1926.

20 B.H.P.4.

\7IRDL3SS.10 Gallons.5.

(1)6 Knots.6. ITo.

(11) 4’ 6’* x 4* 6”

6‘*

x 3’ 6”hg



SECRET.

Particulars as to Hull

Name and. No. of Ship. 161827.LAFONIA
Accommodation for passengers
Draught (loaded.) Draught (light).

If supplied with (i) Towing gear
(ii) Salvage plant

(iii) Fire equipment.
Usual employment.

particulars as to Engines.
Type. (Motor or Steam).
Consumption of fuel per day.
Bunker capacity.

P.T.O.

No. of winches, if any, where 
placed, and lifting power, 
pull, speed and number of 
barrels.

No. and position of derricks 
carried (if any); also 
their lifting capacity.



Particulars as to w/t.

Transmitting -

Maker’s name and. Type (spark or valve)

w/T
Frequency range.
Date when new.
Input power.

Receiving
Maker’s name and. type.
Frequency range.
Date when new.

Particulars as to Electrical supply.
steam or Diesel, 

(If none,

or R/T

(a) Type of dynamo; 
petrol/paraffin. 
write ’’None).

(h) Output; voltage and current 
capacity



STAHLEY.

28th September, 1935♦
SECR E T.

Sir,
AVJ1. Ho.

1933, I have the honour to
inform you that all vessels .indicated in the enclosure
to your despatch are still available in the event of
war and no additions to or deletions from the list are

that the twoI would observenecessary. 9

motor launches are owned by the Falkland Islands Company,
Limited, and not by this Government.

I have to return the Eorms S. 1359 which have
been completed as far as possible in respect of each
vessel that will be available.

It is regretted. that certain particulars in3.
regard to the R.R.S. ^Discovery IIW and the R.R.S.

are not available.

Tour obedient servant 3

>

"William Seoresby”

8»

with reference to your Secret despatch,

VICE-ADMIRAI. THE HOU.
R. P. E. E. DRAX, G.3., D.S.O., 

OOMHANDER- IN-CHIEF,
AMERICA AND WEST INDIES STATION 

ADP.’IIRALTY HOUSE,
BERMUDA.

0445 of the 4th of June,

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

Sir,

however,

I have the honour to he,

PALKL^HD ISLANDS.



Admiralty House,
Be rmuda•

21st November 1933.

0445.

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge with
receipt of Your Excellency1s letter ofthanks the

28th September 1933 forwarding details of small craft

available at the Falkland Islands in the event of

e me rgency.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Excellency1s obedient servant,

Vice-Admiral.

SECRET
A.W.I. No.

His Excellency
Sir Jame s 0 ’ Grady, AC 11G, 

Governor and Commander-in-Chief 
of the FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Postal- address:—
The British. Naval Comniander-in-Chl<j\ 

America cG IJV.s7 Jtidies Station, 
cjo IJ.B.M. Consul-General,

New York.

Telegraph ic address:— 
NAYYCOM, BERMUDA.



SECRET.
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35.

I am directed by the Governor to request that you
will be so icind as to supply as early as possible the
particulars required to complete the attached form In

bel •rising Jfo your Company.
I exm to add that the information lias been2.

requested by the Commodore H .3 Exeter’? for Admiralty<•

'WWJQS .

I ani,

Colonial Secretary.

•).a. ’-a to on, Esq., ecretary of the >hl-cland Islands & Dope denotes 
online bos-cany, 

h.

3/4/29.

16th July,

; It,

sii«,

regard to the ''Sort Richard’’

Your obedient- servant,



r
lie fa No. 5/4/29

Port Richard is now fitted with a dynamo and has 
their own light. The engines have been thoroughly overhauled 
and can make speed 10 knots.

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary, 
Stanley.

Yours obediently,

Secretary Falkland & Dependencies - 
Sealing Co.Ltd.

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 
I6th July and have pleasure in enclosing herewith particulars 
^of the Port Richard as far as I am able to give.

I am,
Sir,

The Admiralty No. of the ship is D.83.. The draught 
is 10^ ft light but as our cargo hold is in the fore part 
she draws less water loaded stern then rising.

Sir,

Albemarle,
7th August 1935.



SECRET.
Particulars as to Hull.

Name and No. of Ship.
95.Tonnage-Gross.

Tonnage-Net. 40.
When built. 1918
Length (overall). 86’
Breadth (overall). 19’

Nil.Accommodation for passengers.
1.No . of decks .

Draught (light)Draught (loaded)
/

1.

I.
I ton.

4. 400 gallons.

If suitable for open sea. Yes .
If supplied with (i) Towing gear. Wo.

(ii) Salvage plant. No . ?.T.O.

Eresh Water tanks.
(No. and capacity.)

(formerly ’’Afterglow”)

2./
Propellers, number of 

(or qles).

No. and position of derricks 
carried (if any); also their 
lifting capacity.

Port Richard. (.P i g i i 
/zi /Y

No. of winches, if any, where 
placed, and lifting power, pull, 
speed and number of barrels.



(iii) Fire equipment. No.

Number of crew. 10.
Usual employment. Sealing operations.

Particulars as to Engines.

POLLIT & WIGZELL LTD.Name of Builder. 2tesm.o'
Type. (Motor or Steam.) Steam.

/ 9Date when new.

Consumption of fuel per day. 4 to 5 tons.
Speed. 9 knots.
Bunker capacity. 19 tons.

General Information - Name and Address of owners.

Any Other Information, including whether fitted with W/T.
Vessel is not fitted with W/T.

Mounting for 5 pr. Hotchkiss gun is built in ship.

The Falkland islands & dependencies 
Sealing Company, Limited, 

Stanley, 
Falkland Islands.

N.H.P., I.H.P.
If Oil Engines B.H.P.



1GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

STANLEY.
3rd September, 1935.FALKLAND ISLANDS.

SECRET.

Sir,
With reference to your letter, No. 0311B/987

of the Sth of April, 1935 requesting particulars9

of the drifter "Port Bichard", I have the honour
to return herewith Form S. 1359 which has been
duly completed.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

'W I ' :• -

k
COMMODORE A. E. EVANS, 

H.M.S.
O.B.E., R.N., 

"EXETER", 
at STANLEY.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

To .Hi-S-Exc.elleney....th.e.....Co.v.ennor.K

09.15.19 39.15 th March, ,Despatched: Time :
10.30 a.m.39.16th March,Received: 19 Time :

Request information whether there any personsare

residing in the Falkland Islands who could act as
Twointerpreters at Contraband Control Base in war.

interpreters would be required and they should be
conversant with as wide a range as possible of European
languages likely to be needed in dealing with merchant
vessels.

Request early reply by telegraph to Bermuda.

„ The Commodore, Commanding South America Division, 
.. •Ai‘iierl’0'a""and""West‘-Tndi-es""Squ-adron.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

His Excellency the Governor.From

South America Division,To

39. Time: 4.15.19Despatched: 16th March, p • m.

Time :19Received:

in the negative.Your telegraia 15th March reply is

.The... C QirniiOcL o re.. G pmrland., i ng
America and. West Indies Squadron.



I )ecode.
TELEGRAM.

From.

To ...

111-. 2019 3913th April,Despatched: Time :

Received: 19 39 Time : 19.30.13th April,
A gentleman with shipping office experience is required.
for duty in manifest office Contraband Control Base in war.
He would be granted a Commission as Lieutenant, R.N.V.R.
Main duty examination of merchant ships1 manifests and
preparation of summaries for Admiralty.

Request you will telegraph whether Creamer or any
other gentleman can be recommended early for this duty at
Port Stanley.

The Commodore, Commanding South America Division, 
America and’’West Indies Station.

His Excellency the Governor.



I) ECODE.
TELEGRAM.

From.. His Excellency. the....governor?.

To

Time: 16.00Despatched: ^39.14th April,

Time :Received: 19

Your telegram of April 13th person named can be

recommended.

The Cpmmodore Commanding South America Division, 
America and West indies Station.
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I
COPY.

ADMIRALTY, S.W.l.
>

3rd April, 1939.Ref. M.F.0650/39
I

CONFIDENTIAL.

Sir,

I am commanded by Mr Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to

forward the accompanying two copies of the typical arrangement drawing

D.N.C. 24/A.305, showing the position of guns and gun stiffening for the

S.S. LAIRD’S ISLE fitted as an Armed Boarding Vessel, with the request

that they may be forwarded to the Governor of the Falkland Islands, who

should be informed that the drawing is for guidance only in connection with

the fitting out at Port Stanley of ships earmarked for Contraband Control

Service in emergency, and that arrangements should be varied to suit each

vessel at the discretion of the local constructive officer supervising

the work.

2. A similar drawing showing typical stiffening for an Armed
Guardship will be forwarded shortly.

3. I am to request that receipt of this letter and enclosures may

be acknowledged.

I am, etc.

(Sd.) C. B. Coxwell.

The Under Secretary of State,
Colonial Office,

Downing Street, S.W.l.

L



STAHLEY.

214th July, 1939.
r^KLAUI) ISLAWh

d C R A T.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt
of your Secret despatch of the 15th of April, 1939 s

with original
on the subject

of the fitting out of ships earmarked for
Contraband. Control Service in emergency.

I have the honour to be,

?

SiCZn-H^ATON(sSd.) h.

Your most obedient humble servant

TH. RIGHT HONOURABLE
PALCO! HACPOIIALJJ, II.P., SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.

Sir,

enclosures,

GOVEimir'HT HOUSE,

together with a copy of a letter,
from the Admiralty5

Sir,



Admiralty House,
Bermuda.

8th May, 1939-AWI No. 0639H*

Sir,
With reference to my letter AWI No. 0616 (p)

I have the honour to inform Your
Excellency that Mr. J. D. Creamer has been earmarked
for the duty of Manifest Officer at the Contraband
Control Base which will be established at the
Falkland Islands in war or emergency.

It is requested that Mr. Creamer may be2.
informed accordingly.

3.
4. Arrangements will be made for the instruction

of Mr. Creamer in his duties as Manifest Officer
to the Falklandduring the visit of H.M.S.

Islands in December 1939.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Excellency’s obedient Servant,

(Sgd. ) Sidney Meyrick.
Vice-Admiral, 

Commander-in-Chief.

Extract from letter addressed to His Excellency the Governor 
by Commander-in-Chief, America & West Indies Station.

of 7th June 1938,

[is Excellency the Governor andI Commander-in-Chief of the Falkland Islands,
I Government House,
1 Port Stanley,
1 Falkland Islands.

“Ajax”



Port Stanley,
Falkland Islands,

7th August, 1939.

Sir,
I confirm our talk of Saturday regarding my receipt

of Form N.A. 61 from the Commander-in-Chief, Bermuda,

making provision for my appointment in certain circumstances

as Manifest Officer here.

I have understood that the terms of my offer of

voluntary service, made some two years ago, were that I

would be prepared to assist the regular Cipher Officer(s)

when help should be required and when my own work should

The appointment now provided for seems farpermit.
removed from that understanding, and the terms of my
engagement with The Falkland Islands Company preclude
my accepting the post unless their express permission
is first obtained.

I should be grateful if you would cause the
proper authorities to be notified of the position, and
in the meantime advise me what I should do with the
Form N.A. 61 and its attached acknowledgment slip.

1 am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary,

STANLEY.

Mcret.



S/h/29.

16th August, 39-

CONFIDENTIAL.

I am directed to inform you that in the event
of war a gentleman with shipping experience will be
required for duty as Manifest Officer at the Contra-
band Control Base*

The main duty of the officer would be the2.
examination of merchant ships’ manifests and the
preparation of summaries for the Admiralty*

Considerable importance is attached to the3.
who would be granted

a Commission as Lieutenant in the Royal Naval
Volunteer Reserve.

1 am to state that His Excellency has
recommended Mr. J. I). Creamer for the office and I
am to enquire whether you will be good enough to
authorise Mr. Creamer to accept the position*

5.
arrangements will be made during the forthcoming
visit of H.M.S. "Ajax” for the instruction of Mr*
Creamer in his duties as Manifest Officer.

I am,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial secretary.

/ w

Sir,

selection of a suitable officer,

Sir,

The Itenager, Falkland Islands Company, Ltd., 
STANLEY.

In the event of your concurrence,



r
S/V29.

17th August, 39.

CONFIDENTIAL

Sir,

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge

19399 regarding your appointment in certain
and to

inform you that a letter concerning the matter
has been addressed to the Manager of your Company.

In the meantime you should retain the2.
documents referred to in your letter.

I am,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

•/J. D. Creamer, Esq., J.P., 
' STANLEY.

Sir,

the receipt of your letter of the 7th of August,

circumstances as Manifest Officer here,



17th August, 1939. 19 

S/4/29.

CONFIDENTIAL.

I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 16th
instant in connection with the proposed appointment as
Manifest Officer (in certain eventualities) of a member of
the staff of this Company.

The matter is being submitted in a confidential letter
by Air Mail to the Managing Director of the Company for his
consideration, and an early reply is being requested.

1 am,
Sir,

for ^Manager.

The Honourable
The Colonial secretary,

STANLEY.

Your obedient servant,

Sir,

& Ip OLrin-p , Slwnh.fr.
-----------------------------“(INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER IB5I.)’---------—----------------  

REGISTERED 1902.

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PO RTSTAN LE Y‘I.* RADIO.

Slwnh.fr


/

REGISTERED 1902.

24th August, 1939. <?9

S/4/29.

CONFIDENTIAL.

Sir,

In further reply to your letter of 16th August
addressed to the Manager of this Company 1 would add
that, should a state of emergency arise before a reply
from London is received about this matter, 1 agree to
the appointment of Mr Creamer as Manifest Officer on the
understanding that he will be allowed to carry on his
usual work as far as possible.

Sir,

The Honourable
The Colonial secretary,

STANLEY.

I am,
Your obedient servant,

(j foh Mana#

(it (re , Si-nxihb'.
-----------------------------“(INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER IS5I.)»-------- —-----------------

/
AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEY'U* RADIO.



✓

7-

ir,
•’ -rv '- the honour to trans.-it to you, for the

ia' oitv tlon -nd yuidnnoo of cnt“' officer® ot
copier.

•h. details .>f . un catn;. for It dr.

• JCh (. :.o;;la-; th* roEltion of ■>:; cad j-un 3*1;-ver.

fox bhc

;'• ..d, for; u/Ood under cover of r?y . i?ciu-t • putch. of

ere uluo up lie- bio to ' uox -dships.

“. hove to r< ••fuec.t the - the receipt of thio• .•*

despatch .-nd enclosures uiev be d cG in duo eoured*

T hove the honoux to bc*>

7.aux uoat obedient,

v<)V i iKZR

eta..etc.,e tc •,

.■otenbor, 1339 •
7 SEP 1938

humble 30rv- nt,
■ ; ) .■ ■ \ • 1 r-. ,n f** ' - *. 5 4 ?

_ <

.;ir>

L ._

ort . trsnlcy,

t’eluth or”-?.

ifih • Of ■’ ■■'.' •?.?•■ di.,

- n k -o.-d oerdln/.’.:• trd ;• ;. 1 ■ ■ I. t d u

typical urn-ny xn-’ druv.tny Jo, uf....

' :ov;n* n j -treet,

9 \:Q of tha fitttnc out

•;'tc“’t5on for 'r.ncd :joorciny >nd 'uflrdif-.lpo.



1st May 1939.

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to be,

Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

COMMODORE.

His Excellency,
The Governor of the Falkland Islands, 

PORT STANLEY,
. Falkland Islands.

4. It is requested that receipt of this
letter and drawing may be acknowledged to the Commodore, 
South America Division, c/o the Commanding Officer, 
H.M.S. "AJAX".

3. In this connection, I would add that I
have made representations that stiffening work on 
merchant ships can only be carried out at Port Stanley 
if finished materials are supplied, and, even then, the 
possibility of having to import additional labour to 
complete the work would need consideration at the time.

2. The Commander-in-Chief requests that this
drawing may be retained in safe custody until required 
in connection with the fitting out of Armed Boarding 
Vessels for the Contraband Control Service in emergency.

. H.M.S- "EXETER", 
at Bermuda.

In accordance with the directions of the • Commander-in-Chief, America and West Indies Station, I 
have the honour to forward herewith a copy of Admiralty 
letter M.F.0650/39 dated 3rd April 1939 and drawing 
D.N.C. 24-/A.305 showing the position of guns and gun 
stiffening for the S.S. "LAIRD’S ISLE" fitted as an 
Armed Boarding Vessel.



COPY.

ADMIRALTY, S.W.1.

3rd April 1939.

quoting

9

I am to forward for information, the accompanying
typical arrangement drawing D.N.C.24/A.305, in duplicate, showing
the position of guns and gun stiffening for the S.S. LAIRD’S ISLE-
fitted as an Armed Boarding Vessel.

2. The drawing is for guidance only in connection with the
fitting out of ships earmarked for Contraband Control Service in
emergency, and arrangements should be varied to suit each vessel
at the discretion of the local constructive officer supervising
the work.

I am to request that receipt of the enclosures may be3.
acknowledged.

A similiar drawing showing typical stiffening for an4.
Armed Guardship will be forwarded shortly.

BY COMMAND OF THEIR LORDSHIPS
(Sd.) C.B. COXWELL.

Any further communication 
should be addressed to-

CONFIDENTIAL.
”M.F.0650/39”.

The Secretary of the Admiralty, 
London S.W.l.

Commander-in-Chief,
M ed i t e rrane an.

Commander-in-Chief, 
China.

Commander-in-Chief, 
East Indies.

Commander-in-Chief,
America and West Indies.

Commander-in-Chief, 
Africa.

Commodore,
Malaya.

Captain-in-charge, 
Bermuda.

Captain-in-charge, 
Simonstown.

Warship Production Superintendent, 
Scottish Area.

Warship Production Superintendent, 
N.W. Area.

Warship Production Spperintendent, 
N.E. Area.

Warship Production Superintendent 
Southern District.



S/4/29.

CONFIDENTIAL.

Sir,

Officer at the Contraband Control Base J am now able to
advise you that mt Creamer is authorised by, the Company
to accept the position.

It is understood that thid will not wholly preclude
him from carrying on his work in this Company’s service.

I am,
Sir,

Manager.

V

The Honourable
The Colonial secretary,

STANLEY.

Your obedient servant, 
/

AGENT FOR LLOYDS.

AGENTS FOR
THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVICATI ON COMPANY.

rY' JVt a’

With reference to previous correspondence^regarding 
the appointment of Mr J.D,Creamer to the post of Manifest

telegrams "fleetwing portstanleyv>* radio

13th November, 1939.

dhr Jhilkhutii Inlands (Lnnipaitij, 1 miitfiY 
------INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851. --------

REGISTERED 19 02 f .



SA/29.

16th November, 39-

Sir,
I aia directed by the Governor to acknowledge

the receipt of your letter of the 13th of November,
stating that J* D. Creamer has been

authorised by your Company to accept the position of
Manifest Officer at the Contraband Control Base here#

A further communication on this subject2.
will be addressed to you in due course.

I am,

Ltd, ,9

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

The Manager,Falkland Islands Co.STANLEY.

Sir,

1939.



G
GOVEHNMENT HOUSE,

FALKLAND ISLANDS.
Mo. s/U/39,

Sir,

mitting a copy of Admiralty letter I.I.P. 0650/39

dated 3rd April, 1939, and Drawing D.N.C. 2h/A. 505

for tlie s.s.
Boarding Vessel.

The drawing has "been placed in safe2.
custody.

I regret that through an oversight your3.
letter was not acknowledged earlier.

I am,
Sir,

Governor.

k

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter dated the 1st of May, 1939, trens-

allowing the position of guns and gun stiffening 
"Laird’s Isle" fitted as an Armed

STANLEY,
16th November, 1939.

Commodore H. H. Harwood, R.N., 0.3.E., 
H.M.3. “Ajax".

Your obedient servant,
(StjA) i



PAXKLAHD ISLANDS. iGth November, 1939-
S B g R R T,

Sir

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt
of you? Soex’ot despatch of the 7th of Septerabar,

tremsmitting for my information and guidance
I

of “fitting out" officers at Port Stanley, copies
26 and 27 of the fitting cut specificatig

for Armed Boarding Vessels and Guardships.
2. It is noted that the details of gun

stiffening for 12 pdr. guns shown on the typical

Vessel) forwarded under cover of your Secret Jdespatch of tho 15th April, arc also applicable
to Guax*dships.

3

h • ;• ’ ' s

(iCVn2i^r;S& H(V

Sir,

STAl’ILSY,

’ Av'";

TIE HIGHT HOITOEViSLS
MALCOLM iiACDOIhiLD, M.P., 

3801ETARY Di1 STATE POR TILE COLOMIES.

Your most obedient, humble servant

1939,

Nos. 25,

arrfnvi’omnnt drawing No. L.N.C. 2h- A.305 (showing 
the position of guns and gun stiffening for l^e

I liave the honour to be,

s.s. "Laix*dts Isle" fitted as an Anned Boarding



Sir,
I have the honour to transnit to you the

in duplicate.accompanyin;; two
showing the 'bow defence in the steamships Carpio and

respectively.
2, These prints are for the information and

guidance of trie officers concerned at A rt /tanley in

arranging paravane equipment in defensively equipped

Merchant ships when the existing caips derricks are

used for waking paravanes.

3. I have to re^u^-st that tae- receipt of this
despatch and enclosures nay be- acknowledged in due
course*

I nave the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient,

HERBERT HENNIKER IBAT2N, K.C.ii.G.
etc*etc*,etc. >

,eae fitted” ?print3,

’.:icili:in Prince,

Downing str*®** 
.3evte:riber, 1939. 

1939

humble serventr
(Ssd.) MALCOLM



tf

andships
Cnc set of the prints has been h;..n^

?l have the hono:ir to ue

•/ J

uir,

Ic

air,

1939,

8th January, -1939

sir* hqnou&wah,-;
:L'XG<jL.“ : 2J-AJJ<&ALa.;,

^Jtr&vrz of ph

ovex* to the hax^>o;n? ?<ootev for the infcivaati^ 

guidance of that Officer*

duplicate?

a-;
Oow? noet obedient ?humble servant

h.F. 5

I have the honour to ac’:nov;ladge the x»Oce 

of your secret despatch of the 15th of 

together with two ''as fitted'* printat
. . 4 

shov/ing the bow defence of the ate^ 

^Sicilian P ?incoi! rcspeottw



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From.. Secretary of State for the Colonies,
To His Excellency the Governor.

19 U1. Time: 1 91|/1 •Despatched:

19 U1.Received: Time: 1030*22nd April,

No. U7* event of a ship being orderedSecret. In the

into Port Stanley for Contraband Control, please telegraph
immediately, for submission to Contraband Committee,
short summary suspected Contraband cargo, with indication
of grounds for suspicion.

Telegram should be prefixed with the code group
’’MEWTL” meaning ’’following for Ministry of Economic

SECRETARY OF STATE.

I.D.C.O.

War^fare’%

21st April,


