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CUBANA

The Cubana of London, a British Barque of 492 tons on route from Caldera to England, caught 
fire and was abandoned off Cape Horn during the night of 20 June 1862. All of the ship’s 
papers were lost. Captain Andrew PEARE and the crew, eighteen in number, were at sea for 
eight days before they saw land and landed on Beauchene Island. They survived by eating 
penguins and limpets but were without fire. [H18, 507: D10; 328; 341: B12, desp 54; 71]

The crew were rescued from Beauchene Island by the 59 ton schooner Victoria and the 35 ton 
ketch Perseverance belonging to the Falkland Islands Company Ltd and brought into Stanley, 
arriving 12 July 1862. The Victoria rescued 7 men and the Perseverance 11 men. Captain W 
H SMYLEY also endeavoured to help rescue the men. [SHI/REG/1: H18; 511: D10; 319]

Several of the crew had their legs amputated and many their fingers in consequence of being 
severely frostbitten. The men were lodged in two cottages and warmly clothed. George 
ELLIOT, age 37 and the boatswain of the wrecked barque Cubana, died 13 July 1862 from 
lockjaw. His body was conveyed by soldiers of the Falkland Island Garrison Company to the 
graveyard at 2pm 15 July 1862 and he was buried in Grave H500. William EDWARDS, age 
26 and a seaman of the wrecked barque Cubana, died 15 July 1862 from lockjaw. He was 
buried 16 July 1862 in Grave H501. [H18, 507: D10; 313; 328, 341; 343]

Thomas HOOPER, age 28 and a passenger on board the Cubana, was given passage to 
Valparaiso on board HMS Tribune 5 August 1862. [D10, 328]

Andrew PEARE and David HOPKINS, captain and mate of the Cubana, were given passage 
to Montevideo in August 1862 on board the schooner Tilton. [D10; 328]

By 22 August 1862 some of the men had recovered enough to ship on board merchant 
vessels leaving Stanley. [B12; desp 54]

Some of the seamen were conveyed on board the Witch of the Teign which departed 14 
October 1862. [D10; 366]

Thomas DELANEY, age 22, departed for England on board HMS Termagent 6 November 
1862. [D10; 398]

The Falkland Islands Government expended £422-6-1 from 12 July to 3 December 1862 on 
the relief of the invalided seamen of the Cubana. [D10; 423]
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