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STAR OF SCOTIA 
 

An iron full-rigged ship built in 1864 by Harland & Wolff, Belfast, at Yard No. 24. Dimensions 
64,66×9,79×6,65 meters [212'0"×32'1"×21'8"] and 999 GRT, 999 NRT and 971 tons under deck.    
Launched January 1864 at the shipyard of Harland & Wolff, Belfast, for J.P. Corry & Co., of 
Belfast and London.  Assigned the official British Reg. No. 47190 and signal VMNW.  Employed 
in the Indian jute trade.  
 
1873  
Sailed from London to Calcutta in 90 days under command of Captain E. Hughes.  
 
1887  
Sailed from San Francisco 27 April bound for Cork or Falmouth under Captain Cotter with a 
cargo of wheat. 
 
1887 June 27  
Struck on the shore of the south-west of Bull Point, Falkland Islands and became a total wreck.  
 
1887 June 28 
The crew left the ship in two lifeboats at 8am as the sea was running high.  Eight of the crew 
drowned when one of the lifeboats containing 11 men capsized in the surf. [H40]  The survivors 
spent the night in a tent.  [H42; 146] 
 

NAME 
DATE OF 
DEATH 

TYPE/ 
LOCATION 

NOTES 

FRASER, John 1887 Jun 28 DROWNING Chief mate of Star of Scotia stranded at Bull Point 27 Jun 1887 11pm 

BURTON, Arthur or Walter 1887 Jun 28 DROWNING Apprentice of Star of Scotia stranded at Bull Point 27 Jun 1887 11pm 

ANDERSON, J 1887 Jun 28 DROWNING AB of Star of Scotia stranded at Bull Point 27 Jun 1887 11pm 

PARKINSON, D 1887 Jun 28 DROWNING AB of Star of Scotia stranded at Bull Point 27 Jun 1887 11pm 

WILLIS, A 1887 Jun 28 DROWNING AB of Star of Scotia stranded at Bull Point 27 Jun 1887 11pm 

TURNER, J 1887 Jun 28 DROWNING AB of Star of Scotia stranded at Bull Point 27 Jun 1887 11pm 

CASEY, E 1887 Jun 28 DROWNING AB of Star of Scotia stranded at Bull Point 27 Jun 1887 11pm 

ROBERTS, D 1887 Jun 28 DROWNING AB of Star of Scotia stranded at Bull Point 27 Jun 1887 11pm 

 

Six bodies were washed ashore; two on the Island and four on the Mainland.  The four on the 
shore were buried eight days after they were washed up by the Captain and the Cook. 
 
1887 June 30 
The shepherd Jaffray found the men and took them to his house. 
 
1887 July 08 
The FIC’s boat the Hornet was dispatched to Fanny Cove to collect the survivors of the crew.  
FIG paid £50 for the service.  [H42, 14; D20, 153] 
 
1887 July 11 
The master, M COTTER, requests an enquiry into the loss of the ship. ON47190 of the Port of 
Belfast. [H42, 8; D20, 154, 155, 156] 
 
1887 July 14 
The Governor writes suggesting that due to numerous casualties a lighthouse is erected at Bull 
Point. Seven ships & 13 lives lost on or near Bull Point since 1880.  [B21, 307] 
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[H42; 146] 


