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Sheet, No  £
.The Hon. Col. Secy.,

Noted .

2 I see that Mr Rowe signs as Auditor in

3 .

Icould be returned to me.

|It is thought that the case will be heard on Tuesday

lor Wednesday next .

Ag . Supt. Fire Brigade .

22/8/24.

IP

h

fa far

^‘y

- r-y

C.S.O. No. 2<>/2*
\lnside Minute Paper.

as Agent for the Commercial Union Assurance Company.

Copy of suggested information and complaint

Charge for Estate Louis Wil iams and I should be glad 

to know if the information and complaint is to be

imade out against Hr Rowe , Agent for the Commercial

U nio n Assurance Company, herewith; if in order please

feturn so that the summons may be applied for.

3 o 1 should be glad if M/P 9/24 , attached ,

made out against Ik1 Rowe or the Estate Louis Williams



2.
summons.

6.

to-morrow afternoon.

k Z

>

/tzv^ '
A^G Sup Fire Brigade.

per telephone I now return this paper with M/P 9/24
I have asked the Magistrate to withdraw the

Sup$rintendant

Noted and returned.
May I have these papers before ® 4 o’clock

The Hon; Col; Secretary.

Thank you.

z

The Hon; Col; Secretary.
In accordance with instructions received

Stanley Fire Brigade. 
26/8^24.

8/9/24.
8iZdU< 0/

S* 2*J-^ 

ofi C ---- *
a/ -
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received to withdraw the case against Mr E.G.Rowe

9/9/24.

C

M **The Stipendiary Magistrate. A
Please note para I of Colonial

minute of todays date

called for tomorrow morning at IO-3O a,m.
2.Please return this paper at your convenience.

A/G Supr; Fire Brigade.

Secretary's '
■

Instructions have been!



C.S.O. No.. 22/2A

*/ naide Minute Paper. Sheet No. 

i^he Hon; Col; Secretary.
I agree with the above, but would

suggest that the Companies concerned be asked to

year (note part of a year) or only as from the
date of a policy being issued. The year under
the ordinance being aS from the 1st January to

H/9/24.
A/C Supr; Fire Brigade.

state if the annual payments already made have been 
based on £ % of the capital insured for the whole

1

the 31st December.
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Secy. ,

by Messrs Esttte Louis Williams .
2 I have withdrawn the cheque value £10 *7 «5 '

add beh to submit the receipt of the Secretary of

the Stanley Fire Brigade , herewith , for that amount c

Colonial Engineer•

/v

Sheet No.

The payment ap ears to be cor ect as 

regards tax payable in respect of premia collected

The Hon0 Cbl.

! /£</ >/
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Falkland Islands,

3rd December 1923bl 191

Sir,

7. 3. 9£

13. 2. 6

Total, indirect contribution £ 20. 6. 3

We

As we have stated above, the contribution of £20.6.3

gravitates on the premia paid.

invoke our position as Attorneys for

in- Charge

I

Uninsured Property 
Property Insured Abroad 
Government Property.

also beg to enquire what contributions are made to 
the said Fund by:-

The Hon.
The Colonial Secretary 

Port Stanley.

The Estate Louis 
through premia paid to

IS WILLIAMS, 
SOR TO 
LES WILLIAMS, 
iHED 1863.

a)
b)
c)

ikers :
estmlnster Bank, Ltd.

raphic Address :
Port Stanley.

Via Commercia1 Uni0n Assurence C 0. Ld.
One’ eighth per cent of £ 5.750 -

Via Royal Insurance Co. Ld .
One eighth per cent of £10.500 -

-?7;, , -

172

Williams contributes , indirectly, 
Commercial Union Assurance Co.Ltd.

■and the Royal Ins rance Co. Ltd., the following amounts 
to the Fire Brigade Fund:-

,/e also beg to invoke our position as Attorneys for 
the Falkland Islands Agency of the Commercial Union As sura no 

’ b^Tls Justifying our natural interest in
— ----- 5 note.

'''b- Port Stanley

~Z---- ’

''
//

!S used:
,.C. 5th Edition.

(this figure corresponds to the year 1922) is made by us 
indirectly; the one eighth per cent "tax" being in reality 
paid by the Insurance Companies, but this tax naturally

From the old balance sheets published of the Fire 
Brigade Fund, in which the total annual contributions 
appear to amount to some £65 to £70- , we believe we are 
justified in assuming that this firm is the largest 
individual contributor to the said Fund.

Co. Ltd. , " • \
obtaining the information~apolled for in this

We have the honour to be 
Sir,/’ 

‘X.our.s-fa

Under the circumstances we should like to know the 
present day position of the Fire Brigade Fund, as we have 
been unable to trace any published figures for the past 
4 or 5 years.



57/23.

Sir,

for Colonial Secretary.

Brown.

2.

1924.2nd January,

I am directed by the Acting Governor to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
3rd of December and to express regret at the 
delay in forwarding a reply.

I am to enclose a copy of the latest 
Balance Sheet of the Stanley Fire Brigade 

the contributions made to the fundsshowing
of the Brigade

E. G. Rowe, Esq.,
Audito r-in-Charge,

Estate, Louis Williams, 
Stanley.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,



and Islands
Stanley Volunteer Fire Brigade

Statement of Accounts

Payment sReceipts

1st* 1922 to April 30th.1923

£ 541-12- 1 By Wages to Caretaker £ 24-0-0To Balance

” Col. Government” Bank Interest 12- 8- 4 S 1-10

" Royal InsuranceCo. 53—13— 9

.^Balance 589-7-413-15- 0

£ 621-9-2£ 621- 9- 2

Balance on April 30th. 1923 £589- 7- 4

Hon. Secretary^ Treasurer

"Commercial Union 
Assurance Co.



P.Stanley, 2nd January 1924

Sir,
lTo.57/23Re Fire Brigade Fund

Although your letter does not specifically refer

Under the circumstances we "beg to
submit that

3.
to a) Uninsured Property

b) Property Insured Abroad
c) Government Property

£320.000- .
(buildings and

ESTATE LOUIS WILLIAMS 
Port Stanley#

5. It therefore follows that the Estate Louis Jilliams 
has contributed year by year approximately 3O/o of the total 
funds accruing to the Stanley Fire Brigade Fund.

4. We further notice from the figures in said Statement 
that the total contribution made by the Local Insurance 
Agencies amounted to ;..... £ 67*8.9 , of which
total this concern has put up  20.6.3
and other properties ............ £ 47To

■we gather from the figures given in the Statement of 
Accounts that properties situated in Stanley do not make 
any contribution to the Fire Brigade Fund, either directly 
or indirectly, unless they happen to be insured in either 
of the two Insurance Agencies operating locally.

7. The present system of contribution to the Stanley 
Fire. Brigade Fund is unfair, as the tax only gravitates 

those properties insured through either of the two

2. From the Balance Sheet for the year ending 30th 
April 1923 we are pleased to note that the Fire Brigade 
Fund-had at that date accummulated a Cash Balance of 
£541.12.1

6. On the other hand the Capital value for Insurance 
Purposes of the Estate Louis ,/illiams properties, including 
merchandise, amounted during 1922 to £16.250- . The total
Insurance Value of Buildings and Merchandise in Stanley, 
including Government Properties, cannot fall far sfeort of

In other words the proportion of property
, merchandise) in the possession of Estate 
Louis ’Jillians may be reckoned as forming 5*p to 6^ of the 
general total#

We are in receipt of your esteemed favour of even 
date, with enclosure, for which kind attention we beg to 
thank you.

on those properties insured, tnrougn either or rne two j 
Insurance Agencies operating locally.
8. That even with only a. small proportion of propertil 
contributing to the Fund, same has accummulated a relative# 
important sum of money, which would tend to prove that- 
the present rate of contribution is unnecessarily high. |



Consequently we enquire whether:-

We have the honour to he,
Sir,

faithfully,Yours
p. Estate Louis >^iKLi>ms

in-ChaAu ge*

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary

Port Stanley.

11. That the operation of the Tax may be suspended, 
whenever the accummulated Funis to the credit of the 
Stanley Fire Brigade are sufficiently important to 
provide for the upkeep and renewal, of the Fire Brigade 
Properties for a number of years - as such would appear 
to us to be the case at present.
12. That buildings of stone should be rated for 
taxation at a slightly lower percentage than those of 
inferior construction.
13. We trust that His Excellency The Governor will 
find our observations within the limits of equity , 
and be pleased to look upon them in a favourable light.

10. There is any possibility of the Legislative 
Council reforming the Ordinance of 1898, so that all 
property, (both buildings and merchandise) may contribute • 
to the Fire Brigade Fund on a basis of approximate equity.

9. That a level tax of 1/8$ on the Capital Value 
Insured does not allow for any advantage to the community in general that stone buildings provide, given 
the lesser risk that such constitute in regard to 
possible outbreaks of fire, whereas the Insurance Companies 
make a differential charge of approximately 100$ as between 
stone constructions end those built of inferior and more 
dangerous materials.
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29/24.

24.

Sir,

a

The Fire Engine was purchased by the 
Government at a cost of over £1,000 and the site 

and/E.G.Rowe, Esq.
Stanley.

14th January,

With reference to your letters of the 3rd 
of December and 2nd of January on the subject of 
the contributions paid to the Fire Brigade Fund, 
I am directed to inform you that, for the 
reasons given hereinafter, the Acting Governor, 
does not, as at present advised, consider that 
it is feasible to amend or to extend the
operation of the Stanley Brigade Ordinance.

2. No contributions are at present received 
by the Fund in respect of uninsured property.
If may be assumed that one eighth per cent of the 
capital value of the property of the few owners 
who are so foolish as not to insure, would pro­
duce a negligible amount. The total amount to 
which insurance is effected on buildings and 
property in Stanley is nearly £100,000 and it is 
believed that this approximates more closely to 
the gross value of all property than the £320,000 
estimated by you. The value at which all build­
ings in the town, exclusive of those owned by 
Government, are assessed for rating purposes is 
£5,800.

3.



- 2 -

fire insurance

or in other words that

6.

5. As you are no doubt aware, 
companies commonly contribute large amounts, which 
are looked upon as in the nature of re-insurance, 
towards the maintenance of fire brigades in places 
where such brigades rely upon public contributions. 
The amount contributed towards the Stanley Brigade 

in a negligible

and building were also provided by the Government. 
The Superintendent of the Brigade is a public 
officer, and the police have important duties to 
perform in the event of a fire occurring. It 
would not appear therefore that the Government has 
not contributed a reasonable share towards the 
protection of the town against fire.

4. As far as is known there is no appreciable 
amount of fire insurance business done by direct 
insurance with companies who have no agents in the 
town of Stanley, apart from Government policies, 
which are, with benefit to the tax payer, carried 
at a very low rate through the Crown .Agents for the 
Colonies.

can, it is suggested, reflect, 
degree only, op premia.

With reference to your suggestion that 
stone buildings should be taxed at a different rate 
from wooden constructions, 
that contributions should vary in proportion to the 
inflammability of the property insured, I am to 
point out that any reduction in one direction 
would involve an increase in another, as it is 
not at present possible to reduce the receipts of 
the Fund. There is no reason to suppose that 

contributors/



- 3 -

should be.

In conclusion I am to state with reference

G. R. L. Brown.

for Colonial Secretary.

ments.

to the last paragraphs of each of your letters* 
that the Government welcomes reasoned criticism 
such as you have put forward from any members of 
the public on its measures.

7.

contributors would benefit by any such action. 
The position is, further, that while insurance 
companies are in a position to treat each 
description of property insured on its merits, 
the Government cannot deal with the public in the 
same manner in a measure of general application.

His Excellency entirely concurs that .the 
fund at the disposal of the Fire Brigade should 
not be unnecessarily large and that contributions 
should not be exacted beyond its actual require-

The present engine is however old and the 
service is not by any means so satisfactory as it 

It is possible that comparatively 
large sums may be required for renewal within a 
few years.

8.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,



M/P. 29/24.

FaIkland 1slands.
"to wit The Information and Complaint of

Baseley Superintendant Fire Brigade.
taken this 22nd day of August 1924 before the undersigned one
of His Majesty1 s Justices of the Peace in and for the said
Islands.
That BAl«Rowe Agent for the Commercial Union Assurance
Company has neglected to contribute to the maintainence of
the Steam Fire Engine the annual payment required in respect
of the year 1923 by section 15 of the Stanley Fire Brigade
Ordinance No 3 of 1898.

Stanley Fire Brigade.

j

-

Acting Superintendant
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25 th August 1924

Sir,
Re Stanley Fire Brigade Fund.

2.

3.
?r

to

4.

1 J

Even so, this 
property, and

RADIO ADDRESS
■'WILLIAMS-'
GOOES used:

BENTLEYS
A. B.C. 5™ ED.

A. 1.

 - M ifejr lW ft IK frM
GENERAL MERCHANTS

l
!

PORT STANLEY
FALKLAND ISLANDS

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE.^ 
TO THE MANAGER 

---- odr2i

We note that, as advised at that date, the Government 
did not consider it feasible to ^mend the operation of 
the Stanley Fire Brigade Ordinance, and in support of 
this resolution certain data is supplied and figures 
cited tending to make clear that the contributions, as 
at present levied, are fairly equitable.

’’The total amount to which insurance is effected on 
buildings and property is Stanley is nearly £100.000

We propose to bring to His Excellency’s notice 
the fact that two of the figures quoted, are inaccurate, 
as follows

"The value at which all buildings in the town, exclusive 
of those owned by Government, are assessed for rating 
purposes is £5.800 ”

The foregoing figure would strike us as a lapsus 
calami. We presume £58 .000 is meant, 
would imply a low valuation for private 
cannot possibly include the value of the land.

We can safely point out that, evidently the value 
of a rate-payer’s property for rating- purnoses, is 
assessed inordinately low, Pereas the sane property 
if adecuately insured, would be contributing (ird irectl j )

On the basis of the contributions made by the 
Agencies of th e Insurance Companies f id m 1st May 19 2. 
30th April 1923, being:-

Royal Insurance Co. £ 53.13. 9 
Commercial Union Ass.Co. 13.15. -

Total £ 67 . 8. 9 
the total amount to which insure nee is effected locally 
amounts to e^ac tly £53.948.16 •—

Of th is total, £53.948.16.— the properties of the 
Estate Louis Williams locally insured ran to £16.250- 
during 1922. Therefore the Estate Louis Williams has, 
indirectly, contributed just over 30/j cf the annual 
contributions enjoyed by the Stanley Fire Brigade Fund.

Leavirg aside Government property and Church Property 
it is quite patent that the Estate LouisWilliams does not 
own aaythirglike 30J? of the total value of private 
property in Stanley — aid it is ^nifestly unjust that 
the Estat eLouis Williams should ha veto's! led upon to contri­
bute (indirectly) 30/9 of th e money destined to provide 
adecuate fire protection for the vh ole town.

v*^1
i/

We have taken due note of His Excellency the 
Governor’s replies, aril regret not having* been able to 
revert to Hi is matter ere this date, but trust that no 
objection will be found to our re-opening the subject.

We refer to your esteemed favour of 14th January 
last (29/24) dealing with vhat we have termed the 
unfair proportion of indirect contribution towards the 
upkeep of the Stanley Fire Brigade, which is borne by 
this firm •



J

ii

5.

A di s t inet ion mn st be de de her e•

a) Those vtoo do not insure at all; and

b) Those vfto insure abroad.

6

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE 
TO THE MANAGER

PORT STAN LEY 
FALKLAND ISLANDS

i
I

The former may or may- 
have property situated on the

GENERAL MERCHANTS

RADIO ADDRESS 
"WILLIAMS" 
GOOES used: 

BENTLEYS
A. B.C. STH e d.

A. 1.

a heavier gis re than necessary of the Fire Brigade 
upkeep, in-asmuch as he, the insured, would be also 
providing Fire Engine protection tor those who do not 
insure j -

"It may be assumed that one eighth per cent of the 
capital value of the property of the few owners who are 
so foolish as not to insure, wuldproduce a neglible 
amount. "

The owners of property situated a some distance 
from the harbour , where it is doubtful whether the 
existirg engine could afford any service in case of fire, 
should certainly insure their properties, even if so doing 
they are irdirectly contributing to sipport the engine 
which will be of little servic e to then a

What proportion of property is insured abroad, we 
are unable to gauge, but it must be considerable, perhaps 
even more than the capital value insured locally. Those 
-who insure abroad may be classified as the wisest, inasmuch 
as they will thus obtain full protection, and at considera­
bly lower rates.

As to whether the amount obtainable if property 
not locally insured were to be taxed with l/8th per cent 
of its capital value, would be negLi^le or not, we cannot 
say , but we enclose a full list of the policies running 
with the Commercial Union Assure nc eCo .Ld. for 1922, and 
suggest that the Government obtain another such list from 
the Agency of the Royal Insurance Co. They will then be 
in a position to see who exactly are toe contributors to 
the Fire Brigade Fund, and who are those who enjojr the 
benefits of local Fire Protection, without in any"wage­
contributing, either directly or indirectly, to maintain 
the Engine.

Government Buildings and Servic e.
We filly appreciate the fact tost the Fire Engine 

was originally purchased bjr the Government at a cost of 
£1.000, and that the police and Government officials have 
important duties to perform in the event of a fire occurring

not be foolish. If thejr 
front road, where they are 

closest to the Fire Engine and within easy range of its 
hoses , they obtain protection from the engine and can 
afford to run the risk entailed by not insuring.
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£1.15.—

8.

Audi Iha rge.

PORT STANLEY
FALKLAND ISLANDS

The Honour do le
The Colonial Secretary 

Port Stanley.

GENERAL MERCHANTS
■

I
I

RADIO ADDRESS 
“WILLIAMS” 
GODES USED: 

BENTLEYS
A. B.C. SIM ED.

A. 1.

- ----— \---
ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE 

TO THE MANAGER

Lt; . .... - l A ,t> *■ SS

In conclusion we majr state tha t we have already 
arranged to place all our cwn insurame abroad , which 
practice we shall maintain until such time as a more 
equitable la sis of contribution to the local. Hire Brigade 
Fund is brought into force.

Effect of tax on Premia
The sj- gge s t i o n put forward, that the tax can 

only reflect on premia to a neglible degree (your 
paragraph 5) is best answered as follows im­

policy 8364583 V/.C.McDaid , a stone building 
in si red for £350.- pays premium, p.a. 

Out of this to e 1/8th p tax is paid, or say 
£ -. 8. 9.

If it were not for toe 1/8th per cent tax payable 
to the Government, Mr. Me Da id would only have to 
contribute a praniiju of £1.6.3 , but toe Government tax 
increases his contribution by exactly 33.3 0

We are, dear Sir,
Yours faithfully, 

p. H st a t e Lo ui^wil 1 ia m s



J

List of Insurance Policies affecting Property in th e

the Commercial

Union Assu rare eCo. Ltd., Port Stanley Agency, for the
year 1922.

Holder AmountPolicy No. Annual Tax
11788009

£ 1.000.—. £ 1. 5.-
11788008

500.- 12. 6£
11788007

£ 200.— . 5.—
11788006 Mr s ♦ E . Andr e a s en £ 600.— . 15.-
11788005 V/.A .Bartram £ 100.- 2. 6
11788001 M .McCarthy 500.— .£ 12. 6
8364400 J .’J.Gri er son £ 1.000.— . 1. 5.
8364396 E. J .Smith £ 500.— 12. 6
8364383 W.C.McPaid 350.— .£ 8. 9
8364381 Mrs.Clethero 5.—£ 200.-

8364371 Estate J.Kirwan £ 300.— . 7. 6

8364364 John Clethero £ 200.— . 5.-

18. 9

8364351 Walter Kendal £ 500.— . 12. 6
8. 7. 6£

✓

7. 3. 9£
£ 15.11. 3

Note.

8364356
5
4

T.N. Braxton
(si nee lapsed)

A. P.Hardy
Rose Hotel

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE 
TO THE MANAGER

6
6
6
3

PORT STANLEY
FALKLAND ISLANDSRADIO ADDRESS 

"WILLIAMS" 
GODES I—>seo: 

BENTLEYS
A. B.C. STH E D. 

XX. 1.

A .R.Hoa re 
(since lapsed)

I
I

1; #4

150.— . 
300.--. 
300.— .

Estate Louis ’Jillians
8364390
8364380 700.— .
8364374 500.— .
8364360 1.250.— .
8364359 800.— .

(the foregoing, since transferrod 
abroad)

do .
do.

(since lapsed)

(A.M.Willia ms)
£ 2.500.— .— £§. 2.

17.
12 .

1.11.
1.--.

Estate J.Faress £ 
£ 
£ 
£

GENERAL MERCHANTS

You '411 doubtless observe that our figure £15.11.3 
differs from the sworn statement rendered by the 
then Agent, .C.T .^lrD er> £13.15.™.

Town of Stanley , current on the books of



5th September 1924

Sir,

2.

3.

4.

5.

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE 
TO THE MANAGER

PORT STANLEY
FALKLAND ISLANDS

I
I

RADIO ADDRESS 
"WILLIAMS"
GODES used:

B ENTLEYS
A. B.C. sth E o.

A, 1.

As pointed out by His Excellency, it is 8 well-known 
elementary principle of citizenship that it is the duty of a 
citizen to co-operate in the laws of the country which 
shelters him.

It is none the less natural that where a law affects a kxx 
business concern adversely, that business concern will 
agitato for its amendment.

It is not many decades ago since debtors could suffer 
detention in England, because the law, as then framed, 
provided this measure -- but in the course of time legislation 
was altered — doubtless, before such a laudatory reform came 
into force, many representstions were made to the Authorities

',7e are in receipt of your esteemed favour of yesterday’s 
date, Ho.9/24, to which wo beg to reply.

His Excellency can therefore scarcely express surprise 
at tie form adopted by the writer in endeavouring to obtain 
adjustment, in the interests of the firm he is at present 
working for, of 8 point in the Ordinance of 1898, which is 
undoubtedly unfair.

It would\sufficient for His Excellency to obtain two 
lists, one detailing the properties locally insured, and 
another the properties which are not locally insured (ex­
cluding Shurch property and Government property) for him to 
see at a glance where the trouble lies. Wc suggest that the 
lists should be those for the year 1922.

and Legislative Bodies, and these representations would take 
unusual forms.

During the last quarter of 8 century one has been able to 
observe the militant conduct of those persons of both sexes 
who agitated in England for ’’votes for women” — they hold 
that it was unfair to allow only men to vote, and therefore 
used many and varied forms of argument in order to bring the 
attention of the Authorities end Legislators to their 
petitions.

V/e regret to loarn that His Excellency the Governor should 
be either surprised or concerned in regard to the contents of 
our letter of 28th August last, as to the best of our 
knowledge we have committed no breach of the law, neither of 
administrative procedure, -- and vze will presume that it is 
not an unheard of enormity to bring to the notice of the 
Authorities one’s views upon a Contribution which is undoub­
tedly laid down by the Ordinance for the general good, but 
which unfortunately only taxes a section of the heheficiaries .

His Excellency is under a misapprehension if there is an 
impression to the effect that this firm wishes to select which 
laws it shall obey, and which it shall not — There is not 
the slightest doubt regarding its readiness to o>bey all the 
laws . The form of sworn declaration sent in by the 
Colonial Secretary for our use in tendering payment of the 
Contribution to the Eire Brigade, is not provided for in the 
relative Ordinance, and we have suggested 8 different form of 
procedure, which should be more satisfactory to all concerned, 
that the books be inspected ?



I •Sj/x V

II

We suggest to His Excellency the following hypothesis :-6

7 .

a)

b)

8 We fully appreciate the fact of the Government being

9. intention of evading
. What we have
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insurance company?which c- :v
not touch the policies issued,for instance,

Therefore why not avoid all. possible misunderstanding by having 
the source inspected - let a Public Officer revise the 
counterfoils add adjust the contribution.

To draw the attention of the Government to the Ordinance 
pointing out its def/ects

There can be no dis- 
measure, especially as
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" Branted that we made the form of sworn statement, 
and the Colonial Secretary’s attention should be 
drawn to the disparity of the sum contributed in 
relation to the contribution for the preceding 
year ; what would happen ? We presume that 
the Colonial Secretary would ask for production of 
the books in support of the sworn statement — and 
by so doing would cast a doubt on the tenacity of 
statement swern to — rather an uncomfortable 
position ”

To arrange for the Estate Louis Williams to transfer its 
own policies (.i.e. those covering its own property) 
to London where 8 lower rate of premium prevails, conse­
quent upon the l/8th per cent tax not being applicable 
to the premiums paid in England.

We are well aware of the fact that the existing 
Ordinance has been in operation for over 25 years, accepted 
without question and applied without difficulty.

Why the Ordinance has not been questioned before we 
cannot say, but the writer has taken the trouble to analyze 
the effects of the Ordinance and having found it unfair, 
and costing the Estate Louis Williams about £20- per annum, 
while many other property holders are not taxed, he has, in 
duty bound, taken steps:-

We would mention that wc have no 
the law, never hade had, and never sai& we should, 
said is that:-

”...we may state that we have already arranged to place 
811 our own insurance abroad, which practice we shall 
maintain until such time as a more equitable basis of 
contribution to the local Fire Brigade Fund is brought 
into force.11

There is no evasion of the law in this. The law texes
- - carry on business in Stanley^ but does 

j in London.

at present engaged upon 8 scheme for supplying tho town of 
Stanley with water, and Fire Hydrants, 
cussion on this point - it is a wise r 
the present fire engine cannot protect properties situated st 
any great distance from the water front. But this does not 
alter the fact that the Ordinance does not call for a sworn 

declaration, neither would any such improvements in the fire­
fighting equipment jictify the continued application of the 
Ordinance in its present form, i.e. that those persons who 
insure locally pay for its maintenance (even though indirectly) , 
whereas those property holders who do not insure, or insure 
abros d, do not contribute one single ppnny towards the mainte­
nance.

GENERAL MERCHANTS
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The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary 

Port Sta nley •

We are, clear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 

p. Estate Louis^Williams
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No person realises bettor than the writer, the necessity of 
Stanley possessing a health;/ Fire Brigade,that is to say 
good fi?’e fighting equipment and a substantial Fund. But 
we fail to see the merits of the present system of contri­
bution, and would sooner pay £50- per annum by direct taxation 
on a basis of equality with all the rest of the private 
property owners in Stanley, than pay £20- indirectly while 
many others escape taxation.

We regret that the Government should insist upon taking 
the matter to Court. We feel certain that we have complied 
with the Ordinance in paving sent our cheque for £4.15.— 
to the Colonial Secretary — apparently the only point 
at variance is regard? ng the sworn statement - in lieu of 
the sworn statement we have offered to produce our books and 
Agency reco-rds for inspection, and we presume that the 
Court" cannot do more than order us to justify the figures 
submitted.
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ADDRESS A

8th September lg24Personal

Dear Hr. Heaton,

property in Stanley on

£ 2.10.—

12. 6

I hasten to acknowledge receipt of your 
kind letter of today.

in which case the Fire Brigade would absorb 5O/o of 
the premium.
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FALKLAND ISLANDSRADIO ADDRESS 

'•WILLIAMS"
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BENTLEYS
A. B.C. 5IH E D

A. 1.

f
£

j

LB »■  
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The amount of premium would be .
and the l/8th^ contribution payable in 
January 1923 for the year 1922, would be....

In all sincerity, I cannot sign the declaration 
until I have obtained more information a s to how the 
lav; should be interpreted - because the declaration form 
says ’’the gross amount” , and the "gross amount” , would 
in my understanding, include the amounts brought forward 
from a previous year thus:-

The policy would however run for another 
month during 1923, and I should understand that 
it should be included in the "Gross amount” for 
1923 , and thus subject to a further contribution 
for 1923 of l/8th $ .... a further  12. 6

I fully realize that I have been lacking in courtesy in 
not having had the matter of the Fire Brigade- contribution 
settled before - various unfortunate circumstances have 
made me put off at different times my intention of calling 
at your office with the object of clearing up a point or 
two - I have never had any thought of obstructing the 
operation of the law , hut upon being summoned I thought 
that it would perhaps be useless for me to call.

It will be sufficient however,fpr you to indicate y \! 
me which is the correct way in which this should be view/ J* 
for me to immediately sign the declaration, — the othe/ 
point , which is really what I have been trying to^ get , 
I shall mention tomorrow morning when I call at your office 
although I hope that you have already realized same.

Mr. X.Y.Z. insure/ a property in Stanley on 
1st February 1922 for 12 months, £500- at premium 
due date 31st January 1923, and does not renew policy.
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I say this because the information I have

<iy,Yours
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The Hon.
H .Henniker Heaton Esq.

Port Stanley.

obtained has been given freely to me in ^friendly way, 
and I should not like to have p-- - x ~ ---
but would prefer the Government to sort of 
for themselves"•

In conclusion I must thank you very sincerely 
for writing personally to me and thus giving me an 
opportunity for avoiding the Court — and perhaps making 
an ass of myself into the bargain, given the vastly 
superior legal and other resources which are at he disposal of the Government.

J §*■, T 1^1 rfe $ ik-V y/e ri-
GENERAL MERCHANTS
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20 th 24.

'i

The Governor is advised that the Government

September,

years,
2.

has in the past, on a literal interpretation of 
the lav/, correctly claimed and been paid the per­
centage on the full capital assured in any one year 
irrespective of the term covered by such assurance. 
In view, however, of the representations made by 
you, His Excellency is satisfied that there is 
sufficient reason for modifying the interpretation 
put upon the law in the following sense;-

The annual contribution of one eighth per 
cent, of the capital assured in 1923 and in 
future, shall without prejudice to any pay­
ments made in earlier years, be payable only 
in respect of the proportion of the year

The Audi tor-in-Charge, during/
Estate Louis Williams,

Agents for the Commercial Union Assurance Company, Ltd.
Stanley.

Sir,
With reference to previous correspondence 

and our conversation of the 9th instant, on the 
subject of the contribution due from the Commer­
cial Union Assurance Society towards the mainten­
ance of the Fire Brigade, I am directed by the 
Governor to inform you that the amount of the 
contribution will, in respect of 1923 and future 

be as shewn below.
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tha

5

for £4

contribution'

/.
4

Mr. Turner has funds from 
being the proportion of

is ascertained whether
'which the Is

5.

pre iared to take account of any payment 
made in earlier years.

during which the assurance was effective, 
a period of a broken part of a month being

Thus the con-

*•9
The question will not

effect
is not

4.

course,

Cd., 
require amendment.

regarded as a full month.
tribution payable where a policy for an
assurance for £800 was taken out on the

3d.,

arise in future years in view of the ruling; 
given in the preceding paragraph.

I am further directed to return your cheque
15s Cd., as it is understood that it will

the year in which the policy was first
Such a measure would in fact involve retrospect, 

further back than 1923, and the Governnw )

12th of May would be eighth-twelfths of 
one-eighth per cent. Similarly nine-twelfths 
of one-eighth per cent, would be payable in 
respect of a policy in force from the 1st 
of January to the 5th of September.
The Governor regrets that it is not possible 

to adopt the second suggestion made by you, namely 
t no payment should be due on capital assured 

in 1923, where an annual policy lapsed in the 
course of that year, on the ground that the full 
contribution for one year had already been paid 

taken out

I am to thank you for drawing attention to 
an apparent discrepancy between the amount paid 
last year by the former Agent of the Society you 
represent and the contribution payable. When it .

, of
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H. Henniker-Heaton,
Colonial Secretary.

contribution collected by him in 1923, can be 
paid, a further communication will be sent to 
you, and you will be in a position to know the 
amount required to be paid to cover the con­
tribution in full for 1923.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,
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24.

assurance.

sense:-

cent.

a9

Thus the contribut-

optember,

Limited,

year,

future,

22nd S

23 and in

maintenance of the Fire Brigade, payable by Insur­
ance Companies carrying on business in Stanley, 
that His Excellency is advised that the Government 
has in the past, on a literal interpretation of 
the law, correctly claimed and been paid the per­
centage on the full capital assured in any one 

irrespective of the term covered by such
His Excellency is, however, satisfied 

that there is sufficient reason for modifying the 
interpretation put upon the law in the following

Sir,
I am directed by the Governor to inform you, 

with reference to the contributions towards the

The annual contribution of one-eighth per 
of the capital assured in 19 
shall without prejudice to any pay­

ments made in earlier years, be payable only 
in respect of the proportion of the year 
during which the assurance was effective 
period of a broken part of a month being 
regarded as a full month, 
ion payable where q policy for an assurance 

The Agent for the for/
Royal Insurance Company, 

Stanley.
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H. Henniker-Heaton,

Colonial Secretary.

2.
extent, if any, 
Royal insurance Company, 
of capital assured in 1923, 
ruling given above.

for £800 was taken ou; on the 12th of
May would be eighth-twelfths of one- 
eighth per cent. Similarly nine-twelfths 
of one-eighth per cent, would be payable 
in respect of a policy in force from the 
1st of January to the 5th of September.

I am to request you to state to what 
If any, the contribution paid by the 

Limited, in respect 
is affected by the

I firn,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,



THE ROYAL INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED.

Stanley. Falkland Islands.

24th September 1924.

Reference 29/24.

Sir,

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

22nd inst, with reference to a modification in the

interpretation of the law relating to the contributions to

the Fire Brigade payable by Insurance Companies in Stanley.

In reply to the enquiry contained in the second

I beg to say that the contribution

of the Royal Insurance Company, Limited, for the year 1923

is affected to the extent of £l.-.5.(one pound and five pence).

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Agent.
THE HONOURABLE

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY.

STANLEY.

2.

paragraph of your letter,



29/24.

24.

2.
G. I. Turner, Esq., 

Stanley.

836438183643831178800511788009

PolicyH
H
ft

9

The

Sir,
I am directed by the Governor to inform you 

that correspondence has recently taken place 
between the Government and the Estate Louis i/illiam

£2003501001000£1W

30th September,

regarding the amount of the contribution payable 
by the Estate as Agents for the Commercial Union 
Assurance Company in respect of the year 1923 
towards the maintenance of the Fire Brigade.
Agents for the Assurance Company have stated that 
premia in respect of the following policies were 
collected through you in 1923:-

and have suggested that the Government should apply 
to you for the payment of the sum of £2 Is 3d., 
being -jth £ of £1650. The /-gents further state 
that they understand that you have sufficient funds 
of the Commercial Union Assurance Company in hand 
to meet this liability. I am to request that you 
will be good enough to let me know whether you are 
prepared to pay this contribution.



1 2 -
2. I am further to attach a statement

1923 was £13 15 s Od. You
enough to inform me how the

H. Henniker-Heaton,

Colonial Secretary.

I am ,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

submitted by the Estate Louis Williams of the 
policies current on the books of the Commercial 
Union Assurance Company, Limited in 1922 from 
which it would appear that the annual contribut­
ion for that year should have been £15 Ils 3d. 
The amount paid under cover of your letter of 
the 22nd of January, 
will perhaps be good 
discrepancy occurs.



9for the year 1922.

HolderPolicy No
P. Hardy11788009

12 6T. N. Braxton 50011788008
5 0200Ho are11788007 A

11788006 15 0600
2 6100.Bartram11788005 W. A

12 6500M. McCarthy11788001
1 5 01000Grierson8364400

12 6500J. Smith8364396
8 9MCDaid 350W. C8364383
5 0200Mrs. Clethero8364381
7 6300Kirwan8364371
5 0John Clethero 2008364364

18 9
12 6500Walter Kendal8364351

7 6

7 93

£15 11 3

836435654

83643908364380836437483643608364359

150300300

d 6 66 3 0

£1
Amount £1000

£2500700500 1250800.

£3

3 0A.

E.

R.

Estate J.

J.

Mrs. E. A.Andreasen

Enclosure to Colonial Secretary’s Letter No. 29/24 of 30th September. 1924._________________ :_________

A 7

w.

Annual Tax s 5

£8 Estate Louis Williams (A. M, Williams) s 217 12 1 11 1 0

List of Insurance Policies affecting Property in the Town of Stanley, current on the books of the Commercial Union Assurance Company, Ltd. Port Stanley Agency,

Estate J. Fareas do do



Port Stanley
Falkland Islands

October 1st 1924.

Sir:-
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of

your letter Mo 29/24 of the 30th ult with regard to premia
collected by me under certain policies of the Commercial
Union Assurance Co, it appears strange to me that the
present Agents of the Co should suggest that the
Government apply to me for payment of of €1650, seeing
that when I transferred the Books, Stationery & other
property of the Co over to Estate Louis Williams on the
6th September 1923 there was a credit in their books to
Commercial Union Assurance Co of £59 10 - 4, as th e
Government tax does not fall due until the end of the
year it seems to me that the present Agents should pay
the tax on the toted amount of premia collected by the
Company during 1923,
to the Commercial Union Assurance Company to meet this
liability.

2. Without having the books before me to refer

to,I regret that I cannot explain how the discrepancy

in the. contribution for 1922,1 can only assume thatoccurs
Policy or Policies ha.d been overlooked in making■some

up the list
I am

Sir
Your obedient servant

rlon
Colonial Secretary.

Stanley.

as I have no funds in hand belonging



29/24

Turner !ins reference to premia collected through
him and the contributions payable in respect thereof*
X have no doubt that you will include the sura o.
£2 Is in the
amount which y?u are payins in respect of the year

enquire whether you are also
prepared to forward the contribution short paid by Mr*

Xour obedient servant,

The Audi tor-* in-Cliargo *

Stanley#

.e* 'j.

24*

being 1/8th per cent*

R« L«

£or Colonial Secretary*

I have the uonour to attach a letter from Mr*

Turner in respect of 1922*

1923 „

G*

I*

Six5,

Brown,

I ain,

on £1650j

Agents for the Commercial Union Assurance Company, Limited *

od. p

9th October,

G*

Sir,
In cGntiiiuation of my letter of the 20th ultimo,

however ?T. would,

Estate Louis Williams,



liX®

29th December 1924

Sir,
Re Commercial Union Assurance Co. Ld.

-e suggest that the two

until such time as we can obtain further

^maercial Union Ass. Co.

r^in-Charge.i.

\ie beg to own receipt of your favour dated. 9th 
October last to which we regret not having been able to 
replyere this.

We have received 8 communication from our 
Principals which says:-

be left in abeyance, 
news from England .

Unfortunately the Commercial Union Ass. Co.’s 
office in London has not supplied us with a copy of the 
statement rendered to them by Ur. Turner, and under the 
circumstances we cannot reconcile the figures which they 
quote, which appear to us to be somewhat different to 
the records which we have been able to trace.

i

I

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary 

Port Stanley.

We are, dear Sir,
Yours fa ithfully, 

p. Estate Louis Williams
Agents fo

PORT STANLEY
FALKLAND ISLANDS

GENERAL MERCHANTS
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£ 2. 1. 3 corresponding to premiums collected by Ur. 
Turner for 1923

£ 1.16. 3 difference between £13.15.- contributed as tax fo 
1922, and our calculation shewing same to be £15.11.3

Under the circumstances
amounts which are dealt with in your esteemed favour, to wit

” we find that the amount of £59.10.4 previously 
held by you (E.L.V/.) balances his (Mr.Turner’s) 
outstanding account for £56.7.7, the remaining 
sum of £3.2.9 being Commission due to him-
and since Mr. Turner is entitled to the £3.2.9 you arc 
at .liberty to pay this amount to him ”.

n



29th December 19 24

re Commer c is 1 Uni on Ass . Co. Ld •

Sir,

(29/24 of 20th Sept.)

t

The amount of £10.7.5 is attached. o

ce n

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE 
TO THE MANAGER

Je have now worked out the proportion of tax payable 
in accordance with thointerpretation which H.E. the 
Governor has had communicated to us.

I i

i

PORT STANLEY 
FALKLAND ISLANDS

RADIO ADDRESS 
“WILLIAMS"
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BENTLEYS
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A. 1.

The Honourable
Th e Colonia1 Sec re ta ry 

Port Stanley.

In both cases these figures correspond to policies 
current dun* ng the whole or part of 1923.

7e beg to own receipt of your favour dated 20th 
September last, to which we regret having been unable to 
reply ere this. (29/24 of 20th Sept.)

r/e are, dear Sir,
Y ou r s f i t hf u Uy,

p. Estate bonds TiIliums
Agency of the Commercial Union Ass. Oo.Ld.

The contribution of tax corresponding to premia 
collected by the former Agent, Hr. G.I.Turner, is now 
calculated to be £2.11.5

The total amount of tax now payable , corresponding 
to premia which has been collected in these offices, 
amounts to £10.7.5 (Ten pounds seven shillings and five 
pence sterling) Fs per statement attached, which, the 
writer is willing to vouch for, is correct and in 
accordance with the respective policies and receipts 
i ss-u ed.

Auditor-Zn-Cha rge.

As regards the other sum of £2.11.5, if the former 
agent refuses to pay in this amount, we suggest that this 
latter amount bo loft in abeyance until we can communicate 
further with our Principals.



29 th December 1924

Agency of the Commercial Union Assurance Go. Ld.

G.I.T.ITumber of pollcy

12£ 500 ' £-.12. 6

10 16. 8
8364360

1. 8. 8

14. 1

John Oletheroe

1.19. 59
8364396

, 91 9
■J

2. 6
15.

1 5
11788008 £ 500

6, 3
£1000 / 1.11788009 5.-

< 0 £10. 7. 5 £2.11. 5

PORT STANLEY
FALKLAND ISLANDS

8364364
8364368
8364374

6
12

RADIO ADDRESS
‘ WILLIAM S”

8364351
8364559

Benefi ci a ry Value
Insured.

300
150

9
12
12
12
12

11
9
9
9

)4- 
)

8364354)
5)
6)

BENTLEYSA. B C. 5 th £ o.
A. 1.

/

/

12
12

8364400
11788001
11788005
11788006
11788007

£ 700 
£200- 
£ 350

7. 4
17. 68364380

8364381
8364383
8364390

7
12
12
12

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE 

TO THE MANAGER

1. 5. -
12. 6

5. -
7. 6

£2. 1. 3
-.10. 2

£2.11. 5

Months 
Current

£1000 
£ 500 ' 
£ 100 ' 
£ 600 
£ 200

£-. 5.—
8. 9

GENERAL MERCHANTS

--------- °n
Premia Collect'od by
E. L. W.

■

I
AMENDED STATEMENI? for Contribution of tax to Fire Brigade 
Fund for Policies current and lapsed during 1923, in accor­
dance nith note No.29/24 from the Colonial Secretary, of 
20th September 1924.

Walter Kendal 
(Estate L.Williams 
( lapsed October £ 800
Est.1.Williams)Lapsed Noverdbl £1250 
(Estate J .Farias £ 300 
( Lapsed in 
( September

I > r
Reconciliation Amounts/ previously stated£4.15.—

Increase 5.12. 5
£10. 7.5

£ 200
Estate J.Kirwan £ 300 

(Est .L.Williams) £ 500 
( Lapsed July
Est.1.Williams
Mrs. Cletheroe 
VI.C. HcDaid

(Est .1. Williams)
( Lapsed Sept.) £2500
S. J. Smith £ 500

Lapsed Sept.)
J. W.Grierson
M.McCarthy
W. A. Bartram
E.Andrea son
(A. R. Hoare
( Lapsed Jan.)
T .IT .Braxton

Lapsed Juno)
A.P.Ha rdy



1925

RECEIVED FROM THE AGENTS OF THE COMMERCIAL UNION

IN RESPECT OF CON­

TRIBUTION PAYABLE TOWARDS THE MAINTENANCE OF THE FIRE

Colonial Secretary.

!*

BRIGADE FOR THE YEAR 1923.

£10. 7s. 5d.

THE SUM OF TEN POUNDS.ASSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED,

loth January,

SEVEN SHILLINGS AND FIVE PENCE,

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Stanley, Falkland Islands.
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29/24.

2510th January*

5£10. 7
2

Colonial Secretary.

■ •

The Alditor-in-Charge,
Estate Louis Williams,

but it
Of £2.

Agents for the Commercial Union Assurance Company, Limited,
Stanley.

Sir,
I am directed by the Governor to acknow­

ledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th of 
December and to thank you for your cheque for

. A receipt for this amount is attached...
I am to say that there is no objection 

to allowing the matter of the outstanding payment 
11. 5 to remain in abeyance temporarily, 
is understood that your Agency accepts the 

liability in the last resort.

H. Henniker-Eeaton.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,



15th Jan nary 1925

Sir,
■

Enclosed we beg to return the receipt form for 
£10,7.5 for signature and return.

The Hon.
The Colonial Secretary 

Port Stanley.

!

J

RADIO ADDRESS
•‘WILLIAMS"

BENTLEYS
A. B.C. 5 th E o.

PORT STANLEY-
FALKLAND ISLANDS

* ~ . Co. Ld.
Ilians

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE 
TO THE MANAGER

■Je beg to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed favour^ 
of 10th inst. Mo.29/24, contents of which have been noted 
with due attention.

We are, dear Sir,
Yours faithfully, 

p.p. Commercial Union
p. Es ta t e i 11

'-X /\Ag^nts>i


